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This is not just Iran’s fight — it is the stand of a

civilization. A stand against occupation, arrogance,
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Editorial
Ulema, Islamic Parties, and the Imperative
of Redefining the National Interest

Nationalism is a very strong force in the Indo-Pak
subcontinent. The Independence Movement was
based on the creation and increase of national
consciousness among both Hindus and Muslims.
Consequently, both Hindu and Muslim masses
became committed to Muslim nationalism and Hindu
nationalism, respectively.

The question then becomes: How are we to face the
pervasive spread of nationalism in the country?

Nationalism is a capitalist ideology. Its purpose is to
dispossess adversaries and concentrate resources and
power in the hands of the nation constructed by the
nationalists. This problem of commitment to the ideals
of capitalism and modernism has become deeply
embedded in nationalist thinking.

A lesson, at least in part, can be learned from the
experience of the Chinese people. In 1927, Mao
decided that socialism alone could not be the sole
raison d'étre of the Chinese revolution. Therefore, he
skillfully combined the national struggle with the
communist struggle, a strategy that eventually led to
the dominance of communist ideology over
nationalism. This led to the emergence, at least in part,
of a group of people more committed to communist
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ideology than to any nationalist struggle. And, at least
until his death, a group of committed communists
always remained at the top in China.

Our problem, however, is quite different. We do not
espouse a capitalist ideology, and we must convince
people to reject capitalism as a system in a very
fundamental manner. Therefore, the creation of a
group and social consciousness of Islamic identity is
extremely improbable in a milieu dominated by
capitalist consciousness, especially in its nationalist
form. Thus, the creation of Islamic consciousness can
only be undertaken by extensively linking the
revolutionary struggle with the struggle for the
decapitalization of civil society.

Therefore, the struggle is for a redefinition of the
national interest in Islamic terms, rather than accepting
that Pakistan's national interest is similar to that of all
other capitalist countries in the world.

We should recognize that Pakistan is an exceptional
state. Like Afghanistan, Pakistan is exceptional in the
sense that its national interest lies in the weakening of
capitalism globally, and particularly first in the region
where Pakistan exists. So, we must first create social
awareness of what is required for the development of
an Islamic society and Islamic institutions based at the
grassroots level.

Unless the struggle to create Islamic consciousness
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at the social and grassroots levels takes place
continuously, we can never benefit from a
revolutionary situation. We can never benefit from a
war-like situation, because such a situation will
intensify nationalist consciousness. Therefore, we
must develop a conscious strategy to weaken national
consciousness and strengthen Islamic consciousness,
reinterpreting national consciousness in light of
Islamic principles by undertaking social organization
and institutionalization.

This approach has been completely missing from
the agenda of Pakistani revolutionary parties. As a
result of the continuous war situation we have faced,
we will only see nationalism's grip stretching further
over the consciousness of the average Pakistani. This is
extremely = dangerous  because, in  present
circumstances, nationalism is merely a prelude — an
apology — for submission to imperialism.

What has happened is that both India and Pakistan
have submitted to America, and America has gained
the real benefits from this conflict. As nationalism
grows, the tendency of the masses to accept either
American or Chinese hegemony becomes necessary
for promoting and safeguarding their perceived
national interests. As national consciousness and,
consequently, subservience to imperialism increases,

the chances for any revolutionary struggle will
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decrease.

Therefore, linking the development of social,
institutional, and ideological infrastructure with the
struggle against imperialism and nationalism is
crucial. This is essential if Islamic revolutionaries are
to develop a consciousness that can benefit from a war-
like situation and ultimately defeat imperialism in this
country.

The fact is that the revolutionary process always
gains from a war situation. For example, the Russian
Revolution occurred in 1917, three years into a world
war. The Chinese Revolution occurred in 1949,
following the Chinese Communist Party's victory in
the world war, defeating both the Japanese and their
American allies.

The question is, what have the Islamic
revolutionary forces of Pakistan learned from this
revolutionary process?

Actually, the victory of revolutionary forces during
wartime arises from the ideological differentiation
they successfully make from the nationalist position.
For instance, the Russian revolutionaries, the
Bolsheviks, strongly opposed the Tsarist government's
nationalist programs and distinguished their workers'
ambitions from this ideological perspective.

Now, if the national interest is considered the

common interest of the entire country — the common
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interest of all the people — then there is no chance for
achieving a systemic overthrow. The system revolves
around a particular conception of the national interest.
The national interest must be distinguished from the
interest of a particular group that seeks to dominate
the system.

In Russia, of course, this group was the Bolshevik
party, representing the labour class and the proletariat.
In an Islamic state, it cannot be a particular class,
because Islam recognizes no class in society.

Therefore, we must attempt to create a
consciousness that is specifically Islamic. Particularly
notable in this war with India, for example, has been
the fact that Islamic parties, in their enthusiasm and
almost total commitment to Pakistan's victory and
cause, have completely forgotten, or more or less
completely forgotten, about the worldwide struggle
for Islamic revolution, particularly the struggles in
Palestine and Gaza. The stance of Pakistani parties on
issues  confronting the country has been
indistinguishable from that of other nationalist parties.

In fact, nationalism is the greatest enemy of Islam.
And when people become nationalists, it is impossible
for them to identify with the particular interest of

Islam.
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A Note on Women’s Access to Dawah
Activities
Working Group on Afghan Economy

The imperialists are specially targeting our women
to corrupt them and pollute Islamic society with the
evil of human rights ideology. This strategy has
proved particularly effective in Iran where a mass
feminist movement has been organized and is now the
spearhead of the counter-revolutionary movement
against the Islamic government.

We must make no concession to the imperialist
agencies on the women’s question.

The steps taken by our government to restrict
women’s participation in public life are very necessary
but they must be supplemented by positive measures
to promote religiosity and spirituality among women
at the mass level.

This requires the rapid extension of the dawah
among women. The exclusive women madrasah
network can serve as the focal point of this dawah
activity among the women.

The madrasah provides the natural environment for
promoting religiosity and spirituality among the
masses. The madrasah will serve as an education
center for enhancing religious knowledge and some
essential skills/ literacy among women, as well as it can

be used to impart general household management,
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health and education training programs. The IEA's
womenfolk will be served by women who have
completed these mandatory trainings.

Tableeghi jamaat also involves womenfolk in
dawah activities under strict supervision & company
of their Mehram:s.

WGAE recognizes that IEA is a traditional tribal
society where women'’s role has been restricted and it
has borne good fruits by keeping culture at check and
maintaining strong family structures. Now in a
changed environment of imperialist attack on Afghan
culture it has become a necessary step to prevent the
secularization of society. Therefore, tribal chiefs, clan
heads and other community leaders must be
persuaded to accept women’s participation in
madrasah as an Islamic alternative to their
involvement in the work of imperialist financial CBOs
and NGOs.

Dawah work among women (and the masses in
general) must be focused on debunking human rights
ideology and propaganda. This is a crucially important
task at this stage of the revolution to delegitimize the
main ideological argument for imperialist intervention
within Afghan society.

It is urgently necessary to launch a long-term
nationwide campaign against human rights ideology.
WGAE would be grateful to be informed about what
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is being done in this regard urgently.

The key issue is to contrast human rights with (s8>
sbadl. The Islamic government must appear in the eyes
of the masses as the main provider and protector of
sleal) B3

As far as women are concerned the Islamic
government must function as the main protector of the
sbadl 998> of the wife, the mother and the daughter
ensuring <39 (3> and y» (3> and reviewing the el
<JS to ensure that female headed households are
adequately provided for.

The experience of the Islamic Republic of Iran has
shown that campaigns for birth control and population
planning have played a major role in corrupting
women.

Iran provided such facilities during the 1990s and
now realizes the folly of doing this and is re-
abandoning these practices.

We must immediately discontinue all imperialist
programs for the distribution of contraceptives and all
imperialist attempts at discouraging early marriages.

It is especially important to immediately halt all
psychological support programs of the UN and the
NATO financed Humanitarian Group in Afghanistan

targeting women and youth.
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ideology than to any nationalist struggle. And, at least
until his death, a group of committed communists
always remained at the top in China.

Our problem, however, is quite different. We do not
espouse a capitalist ideology, and we must convince
people to reject capitalism as a system in a very
fundamental manner. Therefore, the creation of a
group and social consciousness of Islamic identity is
extremely improbable in a milieu dominated by
capitalist consciousness, especially in its nationalist
form. Thus, the creation of Islamic consciousness can
only be undertaken by extensively linking the
revolutionary struggle with the struggle for the
decapitalization of civil society.

Therefore, the struggle is for a redefinition of the
national interest in Islamic terms, rather than accepting
that Pakistan's national interest is similar to that of all
other capitalist countries in the world.

We should recognize that Pakistan is an exceptional
state. Like Afghanistan, Pakistan is exceptional in the
sense that its national interest lies in the weakening of
capitalism globally, and particularly first in the region
where Pakistan exists. So, we must first create social
awareness of what is required for the development of
an Islamic society and Islamic institutions based at the
grassroots level.

Unless the struggle to create Islamic consciousness
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at the social and grassroots levels takes place
continuously, we can never benefit from a
revolutionary situation. We can never benefit from a
war-like situation, because such a situation will
intensify nationalist consciousness. Therefore, we
must develop a conscious strategy to weaken national
consciousness and strengthen Islamic consciousness,
reinterpreting national consciousness in light of
Islamic principles by undertaking social organization
and institutionalization.

This approach has been completely missing from
the agenda of Pakistani revolutionary parties. As a
result of the continuous war situation we have faced,
we will only see nationalism's grip stretching further
over the consciousness of the average Pakistani. This is
extremely = dangerous  because, in  present
circumstances, nationalism is merely a prelude — an
apology — for submission to imperialism.

What has happened is that both India and Pakistan
have submitted to America, and America has gained
the real benefits from this conflict. As nationalism
grows, the tendency of the masses to accept either
American or Chinese hegemony becomes necessary
for promoting and safeguarding their perceived
national interests. As national consciousness and,
consequently, subservience to imperialism increases,

the chances for any revolutionary struggle will
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decrease.

Therefore, linking the development of social,
institutional, and ideological infrastructure with the
struggle against imperialism and nationalism is
crucial. This is essential if Islamic revolutionaries are
to develop a consciousness that can benefit from a war-
like situation and ultimately defeat imperialism in this
country.

The fact is that the revolutionary process always
gains from a war situation. For example, the Russian
Revolution occurred in 1917, three years into a world
war. The Chinese Revolution occurred in 1949,
following the Chinese Communist Party's victory in
the world war, defeating both the Japanese and their
American allies.

The question is, what have the Islamic
revolutionary forces of Pakistan learned from this
revolutionary process?

Actually, the victory of revolutionary forces during
wartime arises from the ideological differentiation
they successfully make from the nationalist position.
For instance, the Russian revolutionaries, the
Bolsheviks, strongly opposed the Tsarist government's
nationalist programs and distinguished their workers'
ambitions from this ideological perspective.

Now, if the national interest is considered the

common interest of the entire country — the common
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interest of all the people — then there is no chance for
achieving a systemic overthrow. The system revolves
around a particular conception of the national interest.
The national interest must be distinguished from the
interest of a particular group that seeks to dominate
the system.

In Russia, of course, this group was the Bolshevik
party, representing the labour class and the proletariat.
In an Islamic state, it cannot be a particular class,
because Islam recognizes no class in society.

Therefore, we must attempt to create a
consciousness that is specifically Islamic. Particularly
notable in this war with India, for example, has been
the fact that Islamic parties, in their enthusiasm and
almost total commitment to Pakistan's victory and
cause, have completely forgotten, or more or less
completely forgotten, about the worldwide struggle
for Islamic revolution, particularly the struggles in
Palestine and Gaza. The stance of Pakistani parties on
issues  confronting the country has been
indistinguishable from that of other nationalist parties.

In fact, nationalism is the greatest enemy of Islam.
And when people become nationalists, it is impossible
for them to identify with the particular interest of

Islam.
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The Islamic Case for Excluding Women from

Public Order
Javed Akbar Ansari

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s stance on
women’s role in national life is viewed with suspicion
even among some Islamic circles. This is especially so
with regard to the Islamic government’s decision to
exclude women from higher education. This paper
seeks to present the Islamic case for the general
exclusion of women from public order.

We begin by clarifying the nature of the distinction
between public and private order.

Private and Public Order

Private life is that sphere of existence in which
individual consciousness is formed. Most world
religions — Islam, Judaism, Christianity, even
Hinduism - recognize the primacy of private life in the
formation of being. That is why a large proportion of
Sharia injunctions relate to the private life of the
individual.

Liberalism — and most idealist thinkers — at least
theoretically acknowledge the primacy of private life
in social order. But they view the formation of
individual consciousness as unproblematic. It is
assumed that everyone is naturally selfish, pleasure
and power seeking.

Socialists and nationalists in general reject the
primacy of private order and believe that individual
consciousness is formed in public order through
communicative interaction. Man in this view is a
species being and forms his nature through interaction
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in a community of “associated producers”.

Islam rejects — as does non-revisionist Christianity —
the liberal and socialist conceptions of being.
According to Islam man possess both angelic and
bestial qualities. He is inclined both to the satisfaction
of his biological desires and to the fulfilment of his
spiritual needs.

The private circle is the principal sphere for the
nurturing of the spiritual qualities of man.

The family is the principal source for the nurturing
of man’s spiritual qualities and the principal agent for
creating individual moral consciousness are the
mother and the wife.

Women rule the private sphere within Islamic
society. Their rights and duties are all centered on their
role as queen of the household - their rights and duties
are fully elucidated in the edict on the subject issued
by Hazrat Ameer-ul-Moumineen issued in the early
days of the Revolution in January 2022.

Love, selflessness, devotion and the spirit of
sacrifice are nurtured constantly and continuously by
the acts of the wife and the mother.

Creating and sustaining Islamic consciousness is a
full time, life-long activity and the indispensable
means for the nurturing of femininity. That is why
Islam relieves the women of the duty to participate in
production and governance — the sphere of the public
order.

Women’s participation in production and
governance necessarily destroys femininity and erodes
tamily life and family life disintegration implies the
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deconstruction of Islamic individuality — the nurturing
of the spiritual qualities of man’s being.
The Capitalist Attack on Femininity

Despite its valorization of chastity, Christianity
paved the way for capitalism’s sustained attack on
femininity. It did so by devaluing the status of the
mother and the wife through its institution of nunhood
(separating women from the family sphere). From the
Convent to the Factory was an easy transition.

Christianity’s subsumption within capitalism’s civil
society is so comprehensive that late Pope Francis had
become an advocate of homosexuality rights.

Capitalism’s attack on femininity began in the 19t
century and is now in full cry.

This attack has taken two forms. First, the
commodification of female labor is almost complete in
the West and growing rapidly in non-Muslim South
and East Asia (especially in China and India).
Secondly, the commodification of women’s bodies has
led to the development of pornography and
entertainment as the leading industries of the world.

The Feminist movement demands greater women’s
participation in capitalist civil society — more jobs,
more access to governance roles, more sexual freedom,
more defeminization, more “relief” from child and
elderly care responsibilities. The Feminist movement
is in effect a movement for the defeminization of
women through a revalorization of the role of the
mother and wife.

As our master Hazrat Maulana Muhammad
Marmaduke Pickthall — may Allah bless him - taught,
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capitalism is essentially a spiritual force — the spirit of
takathur. This spirit seizes control of man’s labour and
man’s wealth to produce and reproduce capitalist
individuality — an individuality dominated by the
vices of avarice (hirs) and covetousness (hasad).

Capitalism stands Christianity on its head.
Christianity regarded avarice and covetousness as evil
to be suppressed through penance and prayer.
Capitalism celebrates the universal practice of avarice
and covetousness.

Creating capitalist individuality requires the
destruction of private life — the sphere of the family for
the nurturing of love, devotion and self-sacrifice.
Capital penetrates the private sphere in its perpetual
quest for the commodification of all aspects of being. It
cannot tolerate the existence of the mother and the wife
— the embodiments of love, devotion and self-sacrifice.
It crushes femininity hypocritically calling it
Feminism. The capitalist individual is an isolated,
alienated being who knows nothing of love or self-
sacrifice. He is human capital obsessed with the desire
to relentlessly accumulate through the praxis of
capitalist rationality.

The Imperialist Assault on Femininity

Having destroyed femininity in the West and in
much of East Asia, imperialism is seeking to destroy it
in the Muslim world and especially in the Islamic
states of Iran and Afghanistan. The attack on
femininity is especially strong and protracted in
Afghanistan.

The imperialists who killed about 193,000 women
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and injured 1.7 million women (not to count those
women who were widowed, lost their sons and fathers
in imperialist air raids) are now shamelessly
championing women’s “rights” — the “rights” to
submit to capitalist production and governance
processes.

The imperialists seek the destruction of traditional
Afghan Muslim society in the hope that this will
eventually lead to a delegitimation of Islamic rule and
the replacement of the Islamic government by a pro-
imperialist administration.

Spreading lewdness in Afghan society is a major
aim of imperialism — after all UN staff are notorious for
the sexual crimes they have frequently committed in
Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America.

Imperialism seeks the commodification of
private life in Afghanistan.

The stance of the Islamic government is in line with
mainstream Islamic teachings and also in line with the
practices in Islam’s pre-imperialist twelve hundred
years of history.

Women were excluded from participation in public
life in all Islamic societies in the pre-imperialist
societies. In no Muslim society prior to the imperialist
era were provisions made for women’s higher
education or for their professionalism in production
and governance processes.

Indeed, higher education facilities for women were
not provided in pre-capitalist Christian, Jewish and
Hindu social order either. Contemporary higher
education is a capitalist invention, participation in
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which necessarily leads to the destruction of
femininity.

If Islamic social order is to be preserved in
Afghanistan the sanctity of family/private life has to be
assured and the capitalist mode of production is to be
rejected.

The Islamic government must continue to stand
firm on the stand it has taken resisting the imperialist
assault on femininity.

The disastrous consequence of any relaxation in this
regard has already been seen in the Islamic Republic of
Iran where participation of women in public life has
been legitimated on the basis of isolated exceptional
incidents reported in the Nusus (it should be noted
that no general principles (usul) have been derived
from these isolated incidents by our fugaha including
Jafri fugaha).

The result is that Feminism has emerged as a
leading anti-Islamic, pro-imperialist, political and
social movement in the Islamic republic of Iran.

Similarly, the participation of women in higher
education institutions and the armed forces has led to
an explosion of ghair nikahi marriages and an
unprecedented abuse of the muta’ contract throughout
Iranian society.

Facilitating women’s participation in public order
endorses the revalorization of femininity. It is a means
for undermining the religious character of Afghan
society and for enabling a capitalist society in
Afghanistan. In-Sha-Allah we will not fall into this
imperialist trap.
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Three Characteristics of New and Old

Khawarij: A Conceptual Note
Ali Muhammad Rizvi
A Note on Scope

This article is a conceptual note aimed at
understanding the present Islamic Revolutionary
Struggles and their contemporary challenges and
prospects. It is not a study in traditional or modern
Islamic schools of thought, nor does it pass judgement
on them. Readers unable to differentiate between these
two distinct approaches are advised to consider this
context before proceeding.

It is well-established that the old Khawarij were
extreme literalists. While not every literalist is a
Khariji, it is a fundamental characteristic that every
Khariji exhibits literalism at some point. This rigid
adherence to literal interpretation often left little room
for contextual understanding or nuance, leading to
their uncompromising stances.

The second key characteristic of the old Khawarij
was their fervent idealism. An idealist believes that the
gap between an ideal and reality can be entirely
overcome; they're convinced that the ideal can be
perfectly implemented in the real world. This belief
fueled their desire for an unblemished, pure society.

Conversely, a realist prioritizes practical
implementation. While realists cannot entirely
disregard ideals, their primary concern is ensuring
tangible outcomes are achieved on the ground. When
faced with a choice between strict adherence to ideals
and the dictates of reality, a realist will always sacrifice
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the former for the latter, understanding that
compromise is often necessary for progress.

Finally, a revolutionary maintains sight of ideals but
also recognizes that they will always be implemented
imperfectly; true perfection is unattainable in this
world. This is why paradise exists; we are not here to
create it.

We cannot create paradise in this world; our
purpose is to strive our utmost to reshape reality
according to our ideals, yet a distance will always
remain between reality and ideals.

The crucial point is a continuous striving to get
closer to ideals. However, ideals cannot become
reality, because as soon as they are part of our reality,
they cease to be ideals. Another way to phrase this is
that ideals serve to spur us to action. Once
implemented in reality, they recede further,
maintaining the essential gap between reality and
ideals and thus preserving the ultimate motivation for
action. Again, not every idealist is a Khariji. Idealism
can lead to diverse worldviews. However, being an
idealist is integral to being a Khariji; one must be an
idealist to be a Khariji. Thus, a Khariji is both a literalist
and an idealist.

The third and final characteristic of Khawarij, which
is their defining trait, is that they are anarchists. An
anarchist believes that men should not rule; instead,
only ideals should govern. However, ideals and
institutions cannot rule by themselves; they rule
through men and women. So, Kharijism is a form of
anarchism manifested through idealism and a
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practical rejection of the institutions of the Khilafat and
the Islamic state (since every actual manifestation will
necessarily fall short of the ideal).

Old Khawarij were hyper-activists, prepared to
tight against and destroy anything that fell short of
their standards. However, activism wasn't an integral
element of their creed or logically entailed by it. One
could easily have chosen a secluded life away from the
impure reality. Therefore, in principle, Khariji thought
is compatible with extreme passivism.

In fact, one could argue that the logical conclusion
of Khariji thought is an extreme form of passivism and
the acceptance of reality in one form or another.
Indeed, the main harm inflicted by the old Khawarij
was upon the institutions and rulers who were rightly
guided. In later centuries, perhaps due to exhaustion
or because the new rulers were more realist and less
concerned with right, wrong, and justice, they were
able to deal with them more harshly. They had met
their match in a new breed of ruthless rulers.

The Neo-Khawarij

Neo-Khawarij share many characteristics with the
old Khawarij. Like their predecessors, neo-Khawarij
are idealists. They reject Islamic institutions and
actions that fall short of their ideal types, often leading
to a paralysis of action due to their pursuit of an
unattainable perfection. Like the old Khawarij, the
new Khawarij ultimately end up passively or actively
supporting the status quo through their undermining
of effective change.

Today’s Khawarij are also, in one way or another,
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literalists. They selectively use their literalism against
opponents to discredit their efforts, often highlighting
minor deviations from a perceived ideal while
overlooking greater injustices.

Like the old Khawarij, the new Khawarij's literalism
is connected to their sincere or feigned idealism.

Finally, new Khawawarij, like the old ones, are
anarchists. However, the anarchism of the new
Khawarij is not easily understood, especially the
stream that indulges in extreme passivism.

They are anarchists in the sense that they
undermine the struggle for new Islamic institutions
and self-organisation. By demanding an impossible
purity, they inadvertently dismantle -efforts to
establish viable alternatives. Like the old Khawarij, the
new Khawarij, wittingly or unwittingly, end up
supporting oppressive and non-Islamic regimes and
institutions, as their critiques often weaken the very
forces striving for change.

Neo-Khawarij today can be broadly divided into
activist and non-activist passivist Khawarij. Both
streams are literalists and idealists in their own way,
and they are anarchists in their own unique way.

The motivations of the neo-Khawarij also vary. One
large group is clearly driven by personal gains and
rationalizes their position with reference to what can
be termed Khariji tropes, effectively using these
arguments as a shield for inaction or self-interest (and
one should not be misled by the fact that many of them
might call their opponents Khawarij themselves!).

Extreme passivism and anti-activism (manifesting
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as a rejection of all struggles and what is generally
termed political Islam and Islamists) is justified and
rationalized on grounds structurally similar to old
Khariji thought, but serving non-action rather than
action, and directed against those who are taking
action.

The motivation for this can vary. One might be a
passivist simply because they are an agent of the ruling
system and wish to avoid any struggle to overcome or
overthrow that system. Thus, they content themselves
and create arguments for themselves and others to
justify their non-involvement. You might even be
sincere in your rationalization, believing that non-
action is better for Islam than action, and that action
does more harm.

In the first case, you are merely using Khariji
arguments and rationalizations without necessarily
believing in them. In the second case, you might
genuinely believe those arguments but use them to
justify non-action and anti-action rather than action.

The critique of Jihad, and political struggle is based
on all three Khariji tropes.

It draws on idealism. The political struggles and
Jihad against Imperialism and its agents are messy,
which clashes with the neo-Khawarij's idealist ethical
sensibilities. They are shocked by the shortcomings of
the righteous side but seem less shocked by existing
unjust and oppressive systems, creating a moral
imbalance in their critique.

They do not deny the legitimacy of Jihad but impose
impossible conditions upon it, which amounts to its
practical denial (in this context, I have previously
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referred to them as neo-Qadiyanis).

Here, old Khariji idealism is at work in reverse.
Some of them claim that the Prophet (may the choicest
blessings of Allah be on our master and his blessed
family and friends) transformed Arab pagan society
primarily through his good morals, manners, and
etiquette, and that if we espoused those morals, the
whole world would flock to Islam. They seem shocked
by the conduct and manners of existing Muslims
today, viewing them as the cause of the non-guidance
of the Kuffar and oppressive rulers (like the old
Khawarij, their harshest strictures are reserved for
Muslims and the oppressed).

The activist neo-Khawarij are also the fiercest critics
of Islamists and Mujahideen. They wage struggles
against existing Islamic states like Iran and
Afghanistan, which in their opinion, have deviated
from the right path through compromises or by
espousing wrong or less than ideal ideologies or
stances. They have waged war against these Islamic
regimes and killed their dignitaries and Muslims
living in these states in general. They are witting or
unwitting tools of imperialism and non-Islamic forces,
mirroring the mainstream of the old Khawarij.

Similarly, they are the harshest enemies of Islamic
revolutionary parties throughout the Muslim world.
Like the first group, their harshest strictures and wrath
are directed against Muslims rather than Kuffar. They
wage struggles against vulnerable Islamic states and
institutions encircled by Dar al-Harb, worsening their
vulnerabilities and weakening them vis-a-vis
imperialist agencies and states. They effectively do the
work of America and her allies.
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The Geopolitical Reality: Iran, the US, and

the Shifting Sands of the Middle East

An Afghan perspective on the war
Dr. Abdul Hadi

I observe that those with a superficial
understanding of the current conflict between Israel
and Iran often dismiss deeper analyses as mere
conspiracy theories, even in the face of unfolding
events. However, a closer examination reveals that,
much like the established conflicts between North
Korea and the United States, or Russia and Ukraine,
the nearly forty-seven-year rivalry between Iran and
the United States is also a tangible reality.

The principal motivation behind this enduring
animosity, I contend, is the United States' commitment
to safeguarding Israel and its other regional allies, such
as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Jordan, from what it
perceives as an Iranian threat. In pursuit of this
objective, the US has sought to diminish Iran's
influence by undermining its allies in geographically
proximate nations where Iran held considerable sway,
notably Syria and Lebanon.

Furthermore, I suggest that the religious and
political leadership in Iran has inadvertently
contributed to the weakening of their society. By
establishing what I describe as "democracy and by
granting freedoms to women," the Islamic government
has, in my view, diluted its Islamic religious identity.
Paradoxically, 1 highlight Iran's practical and
courageous support for Hamas, marking it as its first
substantial backing of a Sunni group.
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Biding their time, our adversaries have now
launched an attack, successfully targeting Iran's top
military and nuclear leadership, and, critically, our
nuclear facilities. I posit that, following these setbacks,
the Iranian leadership faces a stark choice for
maintaining its honour: Iran must abandon its current
“status quo” and initiate a full-scale war against its
enemies—the United States and Israel (like Mullah
Muhammad Omar Mujahid RA).

I suggest that targeting American interests in the
Middle East would be a comparatively
straightforward endeavour. Should Iran’s current
Islamic religious leadership fail to take such decisive
action, I warn, it risks losing its 47-year grip on power.

From the perspective of the Muslim Ummabh, there
is a distinct possibility that this conflict could escalate
and spread to the domains of the Arab rulers. Such a
scenario, I speculate, could not only weaken Iran but
also destabilize the current Arab and Turkish
leadership, thereby creating an opening for Islamist
and jihadist groups to operate within their societies.
However, I prudently qualify this analysis by noting
the current absence of the necessary groundwork and
arrangements for such a widespread movement on the
ground.

For the Islamic Emirate, I conclude, it is imperative
that it does not become a proxy for Arab rulers against
Iran in this conflict. I caution that a change in the
Iranian Islamic system leading to the establishment of
a pro-American government would pose a persistent
challenge to the Emirate.
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Pakistan’s Economic Subordination and the
Failure of Stabilization: A Critical Review in

the Light of Dr. J.A. Ansari’s Framework
Syed Muhammad Younus Qadri

(Inspired by Dr. Javed Akbar Ansari’'s “Economic
Prospects for 2025 and the Proposed Islamic
Revolutionary Response” published in Islami Ingilab,
1(2): 170-182).
Introduction

As Pakistan enters the latter half of 2025, its
economy remains entrenched in a deep structural
crisis, despite an appearance of macroeconomic
stability. This "stability" isn't the fruit of internal
growth or productivity, but rather a managed facgade,
engineered under the supervision of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and maintained by the ruling
coalition—a coalition firmly backed by the military
establishment and aligned with global capital
interests. As Dr. J. A. Ansari predicted, the neoliberal
technocratic régime has intensified Pakistan’s
subservience to financial imperialism, pushing the
economy further into what he terms “immiserising
stabilization.”
History of SAP and EFF in Pakistan

Pakistan’s experience with externally imposed
economic reform began with the Structural
Adjustment Programme (SAP) in 1988. Signed during
Ghulam Ishaq Khan's interim presidency, this marked
the start of IMF-led liberalization, devaluation, and
austerity. The first SAP imposed currency devaluation,
subsidy removal, and cuts in development spending.
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It was extended through the 1990s under alternating
Nawaz and Benazir governments, accelerating
privatization and deregulation. However, these
measures resulted in stagnation, rising debt, and
growing trade deficits. By 1999, the SAP collapsed
amidst economic crisis.

The Extended Fund Facility (EFF) replaced SAP-
style programmes from 2001 onwards. Pakistan has
signed five major EFF agreements since then: 2001
(Musharraf), 2008 (Zardari), 2013 (Nawaz Sharif), 2019
(Imran Khan), and the latest in 2023-25 (coalition
government). While they differ in packaging, all EFFs
retain the core neoliberal conditions of austerity,
privatization, and fiscal consolidation. These
agreements have deepened Pakistan’s debt
dependency and failed to generate sustainable growth.
The IMF Agenda and Pakistan’s Year of
Manufactured Stabilization

The fiscal year 2024-25 has been widely described
as “the year of the IMF.” Under the leadership of
Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb—a dual
Dutch-Pakistani banker —Pakistan resumed the IMF’s
Extended Fund Facility (EFF). The loan package came
with stringent conditions, including currency
devaluation, monetary  tightening, subsidy
withdrawal, and energy price hikes. While headline
inflation reportedly fell from 29% to under 5% by early
2025, and a modest current account surplus emerged
(thanks to import compression and record remittances
of USD 33 billion—primarily from the GCC and UK),
the overall economic picture remains bleak. The trade
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deficit remains structurally high, with merchandise
imports at USD 58 billion and exports at just USD 30
billion, resulting in a USD 28 billion gap. This apparent
“stabilization” is not rooted in sustainable economic
recovery. Key indicators reflect the adverse long-term
effects of Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs)
and successive EFF arrangements:

GDP Growth has slowed significantly —from
around 5.5% in 1988 (pre-SAP) to just 2.3% in 2025,
falling short of population growth and indicating
economic stagnation.

Trade Deficit has ballooned from under $2 billion in
1988 to over $28 billion in 2025, as industrial
competitiveness eroded and dependence on imports
grew.

Current Account remains precariously balanced —
not due to strong exports, but because of remittances.
This balance is fragile and unsustainable, hinging on
external income rather than internal productivity.

Public Debt, once about 35% of GDP in 1988, has
more than doubled to over 75%, driven by frequent
borrowing to meet fiscal and external obligations.

Industrial Output has contracted, with the sector’s
share in GDP falling from over 20% in 1988 to less than
12% in 2025. Large-scale manufacturing shrank by
3.4% in early 2025 alone, highlighting deep de-
industrialization.

Poverty has worsened, rising from below 25% in
1988 to over 40% in 2025. Declining real wages, high
unemployment, inflation, and austerity-driven
spending cuts have eroded living standards.
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From 1980 to 2025, Pakistan’s inflation history
reflects a pattern of fluctuating price levels driven by
both domestic economic mismanagement and global
economic shocks. In the 1980s, inflation remained
moderate, averaging around 7%, but began to rise
towards the end of the decade due to fiscal imbalances
and the initial phase of Structural Adjustment
Programmes (SAPs). The 1990s saw greater volatility,
with an average inflation rate of about 9.5%, peaking
at over 14% in 1994-95, largely due to currency
devaluation, subsidy withdrawals, and IMF-imposed
austerity. The 2000s began with relative stability but
culminated in a sharp spike in 2008, when inflation hit
25% amidst global food and oil price surges. The 2010s
showed moderate levels again, averaging around 8%,
though pressures re-emerged by 2020. The 2020s have
been the most turbulent, with inflation reaching a
historic high of over 30% in 2023, fueled by political
instability, currency depreciation, and rising energy
prices. Although inflation eased to around 12% in
2024-25, the overall decade has averaged nearly 18%,
reflecting ongoing structural weaknesses and
dependency on external financial programmes.

The Myth of Stabilization and Structural Collapse

The purported stabilization of Pakistan's economy
is an illusion. While it may have met statistical
objectives, it has simultaneously choked genuine
economic expansion. Since the 1988 Structural
Adjustment Programme (SAP), both industrial and
agricultural output in Pakistan have dwindled, and
investment in productive sectors has collapsed. Failed
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privatisation efforts, plagued by dwindling investor
confidence and internal opposition, have merely
redirected capital towards unproductive, speculative
ventures like real estate and securities. Alarmingly,
trade and fiscal deficits persist, with over 70% of
federal revenues now consumed by debt repayments,
severely compromising crucial public development
spending.
The Political Economy of Subordination

The current Pakistani regime is neither neutral nor
technocratic; it functions as a comprador arrangement,
actively facilitating imperialist economic control. The
International Monetary Fund (IMF) programme
rigidly imposes austerity, deregulation, and
dependency, with the military and elite bureaucracy
ensuring unwavering compliance. Alarmingly, capital
repatriation by foreign firms has soared to
unprecedented levels, even as Pakistan’s national
reserves remain precariously reliant on rollovers and
external goodwill. Meanwhile, Islamic political parties
have wutterly failed to mount any meaningful
resistance, offering little more than moral outrage
devoid of viable policy alternatives. Their glaring
silence on IMF subjugation starkly exposes a profound
absence of revolutionary vision.
Import Substitution and case for a Sovereign Economy

When Pakistan initially adopted the Structural
Adjustment Programme (SAP) in 1988, its economic
indicators were far more robust: GDP growth
exceeded 5.5%, and the trade deficit remained below
USD 2 billion. At that juncture, the nation operated a
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largely sovereign, self-reliant economy, underpinned
by robust domestic agriculture and manufacturing.
The subsequent SAP reforms systematically
dismantled this hard-won sovereignty, forcibly
imposing external control and transforming a once-
productive economy into a dependent debtor state.
Today, Pakistan's only viable path to overcoming its
crippling trade deficit lies in a decisive return to an
import substitution strategy. Prioritizing local
production in critical sectors such as pharmaceuticals,
electronics, agro-processing, and construction
materials would not only significantly reduce reliance
on imports but also retain vital capital domestically
and build long-term economic resilience. A truly
sovereign economic model would necessitate strategic
state-led planning to actively prioritize domestic
industries, meticulously manage capital flows, and
ensure productive investment for sustainable national

development.

Overall Economic Impact of SAPs and EFFs in Pakistan
Metric 1988 (Pre-SAP) 2025 (Under EFF)
GDP Growth ~5.5% ~2.3%

Trade Deficit < $2 billion > $28 billion

Current Balanced/low Balanced due to
Account remittances

Public Debt (% | ~35% > 75%

of GDP)

Industrial >20% <12%

Output Share

Poverty Rate <25% >40%

Inflation Rate | ~7% ~12%(average ~18%
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| | | in 20205) |
Towards a Revolutionary Islamic Economic Response

Pakistan’s current economic strategy —a pursuit of
stabilization without sovereignty —is fundamentally
unsustainable. The stringent conditionalities imposed
by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have led
directly to mass immiseration, pervasive industrial
stagnation, and an alarming increase in national
dependency. As Dr. J.A. Ansari aptly states, “We seek
to overthrow capitalism—not to reform it.” This
profound vision necessitates a decisive break from the
prevailing IMF framework, a robust restoration of
state-led  development, and an  unyielding
commitment to the principles of Islamic moral
economy.

Consequently, Islamic ~ movements must
vociferously advocate for an immediate exit from the
IMF’s Extended Fund Facility (EFF), a comprehensive
moratorium on debt repayment, and a full,
unequivocal revival of the public sector’s pivotal role
in achieving economic sovereignty. This is not merely
an economic imperative, but an undeniable moral and
political duty for the nation.
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Certainty and Change in Capitalist Order:
The Islamic revolutionary response to Digitalization
Javed Akbar Ansari

Capitalism was born in the 11th century in some city
states of Italy. Throughout its history it has undergone
structural changes while remaining the same, as far as
its spirit is concerned. This interplay of certainty and
change is intensified in the postmodern era.

Big Tech’s Colonization of individuality and Society

Today’s global capitalist economy is dominated by
relative production stagnation, financialization and
rapid increase in interpersonal income and wealth
distributional inequalities. Rapid digitalization has led
to the macro/systematic dominance of a small handful
of tech giants’ conglomerates which appropriate
surplus through fictitiously enhanced rents and
monopolies, rather than through innovation. We are in
the era of “intellectual monopoly capitalism”.

The growth of monopoly power in the 21t century
is not limited to Big Tech. Big Oil and Big Pharma
companies are also increasing their monopoly in
global markets but Big Tech is more resilient and
capable of extending its tentacles much more widely
and potentially dominate over most global capitalist
sectors. Web users seem to be the leading source of the
dominance of information service providers.

Big Tech depends crucially on the support of the
capitalist state. But if Big Tech depends on political
support of the state, hasn’t this always been the case in
capitalist history - the history of capitalism subsumes
the history of imperialism since at least the fifteenth
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century? Can it be argued that Tech Giants are more
effective imperialist forces — more effective than
imperialist armies, navies and air forces — pushing the
global economy in the direction of dispossession and
rent seeking?

Globalization, financialization, digitalization are all
complementary aspects of the present-day imperialist
order. But Big Tech capitalism is creating a new world
order in which capitalism no longer extract surplus
mainly through the production of basic mass
consumed commodities alone but increasingly
depends upon political intervention for surplus
extraction. This political intervention by imperialist
powers guarantees monopolization and increased
financial speculation. Hence the universal imperialist
emphasis on adherence to globally sanctioned
standards and procedures regulating trade, finance
and technology transfer within and across national
frontiers.

In the new imperialist era dominated by Big Tech
there is a policy preference for finance over
production. Big Tech imperialism represents a retreat
from production facilitated by politically enforced
coercion to establishment of relations of appropriation.
Subservience to Big Tech necessarily implies a loss of
national sovereignty — except for those imperialist
powers (effectively America and potentially China)
which can guarantee the monopolistic global grip of
Big Tech and are designing global transactional
procedures to strengthen Big Tech monopolization.
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Big Tech monopolization is evident in its social
monopolization of time. The web user is entrapped in
Big Tech’s monopolistic grip on a whole-time basis.
Big Tech commodifies time through the
commodification of almost all aspects of individual
and social life — religion, health, education and
entertainment. All are turned into fictitious
commodities. This leads to a near total loss of personal
identity and the “autonomy” that capitalism is
supposed to generate. Big Tech commodifies the
quality of mankind’s life. No form of life — activity,
thought - escapes commodification by Big Tech
monopolization. Every moment of the individual’s life
is a moment of and for the Valorization of
“intellectual” capital.

Digitalization affects the form of socialization.
Digitalization does not commodify in the traditional
sense. Most services offered on the net are
commodified at a secondary level through advertising.
They entrap their users within a capitalist algorithmic
loop. Digital platforms are ecosystems that manipulate
social interactions on the basis of detected patterns of
behavior among unrelated people. Their output -
services given to the users — and their input — the
information the user provides — are indistinguishable.
The wider the user web network, the more effective the
services provided. This induces the Big Tech service
providers to offer free access to their services. This
strengthens the social dominance of the Big Tech
companies.

The success of Big Tech companies is focused on
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enhancing social control. Their capacity to anticipate
and influence behavior patterns depends on the scope
and amount of data collected. Data use is necessarily
biased through hidden criteria embedded in the
design of the digital platform. This strengthens the
monopolistic stronghold of Big Tech on individual
consciousness.

Capitalism is evolving in such a way that Big Tech
monopolists invest in and create mass intangible assets
that generate new forms of social control. The
expansion of their business gives Big Tech unlimited
access to social power. Data itself is not the source of
this social power. It is the user metrics—number of
users, level of interaction among them—that are the
crucially important assets of Big Tech. It is through the
user network that Big Tech companies control and
manipulate data, extending the social space under Big
Tech’s control.

Digitalisation, Capitalist Individuality and the State

The development of digital technology significantly
affects the capitalist mode of production. It augments
rent-taking and the appropriation of unpaid labour as
a means of surplus extraction; however, the
fundamental nature of the relationship between labour
and management in the production process does not
change. Big Tech employs hundreds of thousands of
workers, invests billions in tangible assets, and
manages and controls both employed labour and
invested fixed capital in the conventional way.

Does the partial — though growing — transition from
profit to rent as a source of surplus extraction represent
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a change in capitalism’s spirit?

Capital is essentially a spiritual, not a material,
process. It is a manifestation of the evil forces of hirs
(avarice) and hasad (covetousness) which embed
themselves in wealth and men’s souls and circulate
through them for never-ending self-expansion. As
spiritual forces, hirs and hasad (capital) know no limits.
Throughout its history, capital has grown by
entrapping more and more men and women in the
vicious grip of hirs and hasad.

Digitalization is a means for enhancing capitalist
individuation and socialization. It strengthens
capitalist individuation by entrapping billions of men
and women in the circuit of capital (driven by greed
and envy) through constant commodification of their
desires and consumption. The billions of users are Big
Tech's workers, supplying and utilizing capitalist
services. It socializes personal interaction to articulate
the capitalist spirit (hirs and hasad). It significantly
speeds up the process of capitalist individuation and
socialization and impedes the growth of non-capitalist
valuation systems. It is unambiguously an evil force
seeking domination over individuality and society.

Moreover, Big Tech is an imperialist artefact. The
internet is an invention of the US Department of
Defense, and the American imperialist state is the
ultimate guarantor of Big Tech’s global reach.
Imperialist stooge agencies — WIPO and WTO - have
crafted the intellectual property regulatory regimes
which undergird Big Tech’s systemic dominance. Big
Tech is the main technical instrument servicing the
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imperialist surveillance system.

Big Tech’s systemic dominance represents a change
in the structure of capitalist production and exchange
— a change which widens the scope for the dominance
of the capitalist spirit (hirs and hasad).

The Islamic Revolutionary Response

The domination of the capitalist spirit (hirs and
hasad) at the individual and the social level can and
should be resisted by Islamic revolutionary forces. The
issue of Big Tech Capitalism must not be accepted as
an inevitable, irreversible process.

Capitalist order is designed as an opaque system of
power governance. But Islamic revolutionary praxis
can strategically penetrate this opaque veneer. Capital
seeks to shield its power through a network of
procedures and institutions which are designed to
obscure its brutal power.

The key instrumentality for deconstructing
capitalist order is the Islamic state — as Maulana
Maududi and Imam Khomeini (may Allah bless them)
recognized several decades ago. The state is the means
for contesting the growth of capitalist individuality
and society — without the resources of the state the
Mukhliseen-e-Deen remain powerless to influence
governance structures of social order and to control
capitalist individuation and socialization.

Alhamdulillah, we possess two Islamic states in Iran
and Afghanistan (and other Islamic states will
Insha’Allah emerge in Sahili Africa). Iran already has
taken several steps to thwart infiltration of cyberspace
by Big Tech. Afghanistan is also seeking to develop (in
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association with Iran's expertise) a proactive
information protection policy. Both Islamic states must
take action to develop indigenous platforms geared to
serving Islamic objectives not linked to advertising-
generated income. Delinking with Big Tech should be
seen as a complementary effort to delink from the
gharar-and-riba-based global financial system.

In non-Islamic Muslim states — such as Pakistan,
Turkey and Indonesia, Islamic revolutionaries and
Islamic communities must recognize the danger of
using imperialist-funded digital platforms. We must
remember that we triumphed in the Afghan jihad
without a major use of digital technology and we
frustrated imperialist surveillance efforts using non
digitized technology.

Today, in non-Islamic Muslim states IT use is
widespread. Its most lethal weapon, the mobile
cellular phone, is vastly popular. Most madrasas are
offering computer training. Islamic parties are
organizing career IT programs for members. All this is
counter-productive as it opens up Islamic activities to
imperialist surveillance and sabotage. More
importantly, it accelerates the process of capitalist
individuation and socialization in the country. Islamic
identity consciousness cannot flourish if it is subjected
to capitalist commodification. We must oppose these
trends and craft a strategy to revert to mosque and
community-based communication networks.
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Financial Capitalism: An Islamic

Revolutionary Approach
Javed Akbar Ansari

Finance is a capitalist invention. It represents the
penetration of production and trade by usury (riba)
and speculation (gharar). As capitalism flourishes, riba
and gharar increasingly penetrate trade and
production transactions. The capital accumulation
process is increasingly regulated through the
functioning of financial markets, which increasingly
assign value to more and more economic activities
through the reconstitution of assets. Finance
dominates production and trade.

Productivity, money, and trade have existed
throughout human history, but riba and gharar-based
activities were not legally legitimized until the twelfth
century, and even then, only in a small number of
Italian city-states. In non-capitalist states, usury and
speculation were usually punished under the law. A
non-capitalist economy, therefore, does not tolerate
the existence and functioning of financial markets.

Today, finance lies at the heart of the capital
accumulation process, yet its management has proved
problematic for capitalism’s macro-managers. As
tinancialization - the increased penetration of
production and trade transaction structures by riba
and gharar — proceeds, production growth tends to fall
and investment opportunities in the real economy
disappear. Capital market profits do not result in a
corresponding increase in production and trade. The
link between the growth of financial markets and the
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real (productive) economy is weakening all the time.

As production stagnates, financial sector growth
serves to bolster aggregate consumer demand,
principally through the provision of loans. The
principal monetary instrument available to capitalist
policymakers is the usury rate. However, once the base
usury rate has been reduced to zero (as was done
following the 2008-10 banking crisis), it can no longer
be used to stimulate investment. To compensate for
monetary policy ineffectiveness, more government
spending is required — which leads to a rapid growth
in public debt. The growth in consumer and public
debt further stimulates financialization.

Stagnation and Financialization

Stagnation — a decline in the rate of growth of an
economy — occurs as capitalism matures. There are two
fundamental reasons why this happens. First, as the
capitalist way of life dominates society, zina spreads
widely, women become wage labourers, nikah tends
to disappear, and the family disintegrates. This leads
to a continuing fall in the aggregate demand for
physically consumable goods and services.

Secondly, as capitalism matures, capital
concentrates and centralizes. This is what is meant by
capital accumulation. Accumulation naturally and
necessarily leads to the monopolization of markets.
Competition becomes oligopolistic. Inequality in the
distribution of wealth and income grows. More is
produced than can be sold. Investable funds increase
while the opportunity for their profitable investment
in the real economy declines.
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Both tendencies contribute to financialization. As
population falls and ages, demand switches from
physical consumables to financial markets — physical
consumption has limits, but hirs and hasad -
concretized in finance — are boundless. Companies
which cannot find opportunities for profitable
investment in the real economy hoard their savings in
tinancial markets. Debt grows exponentially and the
monopolization increases as the tendency is
intensified. This further produces stagnation.

Financialization is both a cause and a response to
stagnation. It mops up the excess supply of investable
funds that cannot be invested in the productive
economy. It substitutes loans for stagnant wages and
taxes to stimulate aggregate demand and growth in
imperialist expenditure - through enhanced
militarization and soft power deployment — of the
major capitalist countries.

Nevertheless, the growth of the financialization of
capital accumulation aggravates capitalist crisis
tendencies through the amassing of potentially
unredeemable public and private debt.

Today, financial stocks dominate the global
productive economy. Financial institutions have
invented a wide range of debt-related mechanisms
(derivatives) to absorb the investable funds that flow
into speculative transactions. Central banks stand
ready to act as ‘lenders of last resort’ and pump in near
zero-interest-based funds to salvage overextended
banks and non-bank financial institutions. This newly
institutionalized financial infrastructure is a key
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component of the globalized imperialist order.

In capitalism’s history, financial market growth
usually occurs during periods of expansion. The post-
1990 growth of financialization is unique in that it has
occurred while capitalist growth has stagnated. Today,
capitalism's productive base is shrinking relative to the
enormous weight of its financial sector. The financial
sector prospers while the real economy stagnates.

The growth process is debt-fueled. Eventually,
financialization is the growing indebtedness of public
and private aggregate demand. Financialization
postpones the occurrence of capitalist crisis. It does not
address its fundamental causes — the decline in
population growth and increased monopolization of
markets — which leads to an inevitable stagnation of
aggregate demand.

Thus, the stagnation deferral capacity of financial
markets depends crucially on the ability of the
capitalist state to pump in cheap liquidity at times
when crises loom. Financialized capitalism lurches
from crisis to crisis (1987, 1992, 1994, 1997-98, 2000,
2008-10, 2020-21) and each time a systemic meltdown
is prevented by the intervention of the capitalist state
through the provision of interest-free loans.

Growth in the financialized economy depends
especially on the growth of debt, especially corporate
financial debt — which in America currently exceeds
120 per cent of GDP and a slowdown/decline in the
growth of which was a major cause of the 2008-2010
crisis. Financial market bubbles are the main sustainers
of capitalist growth in the current era, but financial
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booms are necessarily short-lived. Capitalist crisis re-
emerges.

Financialization is thus a temporary palliative to
address capitalist disaster. It does not address the basic
contradiction — decline in population growth and
increased monopolization — of the capitalist order.
The Effects of Stagnation

As a capitalist economy stagnates, distributional
inequalities (of both wealth and income) increase.
Capitalist work processes become precarious and the
monopolization of markets grows. Opportunities for
profitable investment in the production sectors shrink
and financialization feeds upon itself.

Financialization is increasingly digitized, which
means that expansion of the financial sector leads to
relatively less growth. The role of the capitalist state as
a saviour of capitalist crises becomes of vital
importance during periods of capitalist stagnation.
Underutilization of production capacity soars in such
periods, thus depressing (net) investment growth.
Investable funds are hoarded by corporations -
amounting in 2010 to over $3 trillion in America,
representing more than one third of GDP.

In periods of stagnation, corporations use liquid
resources to buy other corporations and buy back their
own shares. This fuels speculation and increases
financial riskiness and financial exposure. Investment
in the real economy — gross domestic capital formation
— declines. Average investment growth in non-
residential physical investment in America has fallen
from 7 per cent during 1960-70 to 3 per cent during
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2010-2018. New investment in structure and
equipment has fallen even more sharply.
The Islamic Response

The capitalist global economy is in the grip of
financialization — short-term growth spurts fueled by
financial bubbles are inevitably followed by crises
which are staved off by the growth of government
debt. This vicious boom-bust cycle can be broken if
capitalist governments find means external to the
tinancial sector to stave off stagnation.

In the past, militarization has played such a role. In
the future, two imperialist wars — both among
imperialist countries (America, Russia and China) and
proxy wars fought in client states (Ukraine, Taiwan,
Israel, Bharat/Kashmir) — can serve this purpose.

Another “external” stimulus to counter stagnation
may be produced by the emergence of new
technologies — but the employment impact of the new
ICT technologies that have emerged in the 21 century
is limited. The introduction of robotics and Al
technologies has a negative impact on growth.
Moreover, the “austerity” policies of capitalist
governments — whereby cash flows to the real
economy are systematically redirected to the financial
sector — accentuate financialization and hence the
crisis-proneness of the system.

Stricter financial regulation is hindered by the
impotence of nation-states vis-a-vis the forces of global
capital. Furthermore, accelerated financialization is
needed to overcome stagnation tendencies generated
by the systemic tendencies of falling production and
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rising monopolization levels. Stricter financial
regulation tends to deepen stagnation tendencies.
Capitalist policymakers are the first to financially
deregulate.

The standard capitalist response to stagnation and
deflation has been stimulation of domestic consumer
demand through increased government expenditure.
This is no longer feasible in postmodern capitalism —
where production of the financial systems has been
globalized as the rentier financial interest groups
dominate the economy and the state.

Thus, there are no viable capitalist ‘fixes” available
at the moment to the dilemmas of stagnation/
financialization. From an Islamic perspective, we seek
the overthrow of capitalist order, not its reform. This
must involve the abolishing of finance and its
replacement by tamveel. This can only be done by an
Islamic state (Iran and Afghanistan).

A tamveeli system will have the following characteristics:

* Money will be created solely by the State banks.
Tamveeli institutions will not create deposit money.
They will observe hundred per cent reserve banking.

* Money and credit creation will be governed by
currency and credit planning. The currency and credit
plan will be derived from the national production
plan.

* The rate of growth of money supply will be related
to the rate of growth of aggregate production (GDP).

* All  banks, insurance companies, and
intermediaries will be nationalized.

* There will be no money market or capital market
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in the economy. There will be no risk and speculation-
based loan transactions. Interest and speculation-free
lending and borrowing will be facilitated through the
means of tamveeli investment.

* No foreign currency will be allowed to circulate in
the national economy.

* All foreign inflows will be surrendered to the
Islamic government, which will convert them into
local currency at a managed foreign exchange rate.

* A portion of foreign exchange will be allocated to
importers and others through rationing.

* National tamveeli institutions will not have
relations with global money and capital markets
involving interest and/or speculative returns on
payments.

* Exchange rate value will be determined by the
government and managed through banks.

* Public and private borrowing will be prohibited.
There will be no public or private debt of the currency.

* The Islamic government will not acquire
membership of international financial institutions —
IMF, ADB, World Bank, Islamic Development Bank
etc. It will not keep its foreign exchange resources in
any foreign countries.

An attempt to set up an embryonic tamveeli system
in countries where there is a significant halal economy
is a requirement. Such a tamveeli system will have the
following characteristics:

* A halal business which deals in Shariah-permitted
business activities and has no dealings with the money
and capital markets.
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* An Islamic organization (Tablighi Jama’at) may
identify, in a certain area, halal enterprises being run
by its members which have good prospects of growth.

* Tablighi Jama’at may receive funds from its
members, associates and supporters to invest in
selected halal businesses.

* Tablighi Jama’at may coordinate agreements
between savers and investors in halal business on
musharika/modarba/ijara bases.

* Tablighi Jama’at must serve as a quasi-public
sector and must not share in the profit earned through
investment in halal businesses.

* Tablighi Jama’at must validate the character and
honesty of all members — that is why the borrowing
under this scheme must remain restricted to the
members of Tablighi Jama’at — and participate in
dispute settlement.

* A central office must be established by the Tablighi
Jama’at to coordinate the implementation of this
scheme on a national basis.
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Introduction

The stock market stands as one of the central pillars
of the global capitalist economy. Promoted as a
mechanism for economic growth, capital mobilization,
and investor participation, it has become deeply
embedded in modern financial systems. However,
from an Islamic perspective grounded in the principles
of Shariah, the stock market—particularly the
secondary market—raises profound ethical and
structural concerns. This article explores the
philosophical, legal, and practical criticisms of the
stock market from an Islamic viewpoint and proposes
Shariah-compliant alternatives rooted in partnership,
transparency, and real economic activity.
The Stock Market as Capitalism's Financial Engine

The stock market emerged alongside the rise of
capitalism and reflects its core tenets: the ownership of
capital, free markets, and the pursuit of profit. At its
core, the stock market fundamentally relies on
abstractions like ownership without direct control, and
the trading of stock itself often occurs independently
of the underlying real economic activity or tangible
assets. Shareholders, frequently distant from the
companies they invest in, hold fractional ownership
and influence decision-making indirectly, if at all.
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The Rise of the Corporation and Legal Personhood

Corporations, as legal persons, can own property
and engage in contracts independently of human
owners. Their ownership is fragmented among
potentially millions of shareholders, leading to a
separation between ownership and management.
Decisions are made by professional executives, whose
focus is typically on maximizing shareholder value,
often at the expense of ethical or social considerations.
This setup contradicts Islamic notions of responsible
ownership and accountability.
Primary vs. Secondary Markets

While companies initially raise funds in the primary
market through Initial Public Offerings (IPOs), the
majority of stock trading occurs in the secondary
market. Here, shares change hands between investors
without any involvement from the issuing company.
The secondary market is dominated by speculation,
driven by anticipated price movements rather than the
underlying productive value of the company, and is
largely disconnected from the productive economy.
The Fragility of the Secondary Market

The secondary market, particularly in its
conventional form, harbours inherent fragilities that
stem from its operational dynamics. The widespread
use of speculation and borrowed funds (leverage)
frequently inflates asset prices beyond their intrinsic
value, creating an unstable environment where
confidence, once lost, can lead to devastating crashes.
Furthermore, markets are not solely driven by
economic fundamentals; they are highly susceptible to
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non-economic triggers such as geopolitical news,
rumors, and shifting investor sentiment. This
susceptibility can lead to financial contagion, where
localised panic selling quickly escalates into global
crises due to the interconnected nature of financial
systems. Consequently, even small events can trigger
large-scale systemic risks, amplified by the inherent
fragility of highly leveraged and interconnected
markets.

Trading Value Before Production (Rise of Financial
Abstraction)

A significant concern within the modern financial
system is the pervasive practice of trading value before
real production, leading to an increasing reliance on
tinancial abstraction. Commodity futures, for instance,
are contracts that allow the buying and selling of
goods before their actual production. While ostensibly
intended for hedging against price fluctuations, they
are extensively utilised for pure speculation. Similarly,
derivatives—a  broad category encompassing
instruments like futures, forwards, and options—are
tinancial contracts whose value is derived from an
underlying asset. These tools facilitate profits or losses
that are often entirely disconnected from any real
economic activity or tangible asset creation,
embodying a fundamental separation between
financial gains and productive enterprise.

Islamic Critique of the Stock Market

From a Shariah perspective, several critical flaws
render the modern stock market problematic:

e Erosion of Private Ownership: Ownership in Islam
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implies responsibility and knowledge of the asset.
The anonymity and detachment of shareholders
violate this principle, as they often have no direct
control or understanding of the wunderlying
businesses.

e Prevalence of Gharar (Excessive Uncertainty):
Speculative instruments like derivatives involve high
uncertainty and ambiguous terms regarding future
prices and conditions, contradicting Islamic norms of
contractual clarity and fairness.

e Speculative Behaviour and Maisir (Gambling): The
market's emphasis on short-term gains and price
movements, rather than underlying productive
value, encourages speculative behavior that is akin to
gambling (maisir), which is strictly impermissible in
Islam.

¢ Interest-Based Transactions (Riba): Practices such
as margin trading and the use of certain debt-based
instruments within the stock market involve interest
payments (riba), directly violating a fundamental
prohibition in Shariah.

e Short Selling and Lack of Asset Ownership: Short
selling, which involves selling assets one does not yet
own with the hope of buying them back at a lower
price, introduces significant Gharar and is
impermissible under Islamic law, as it violates the
principle of owning what is sold.

e Neglect of Social Responsibility: Islamic tamweel
system is inherently value-driven and prioritises
community well-being, ethical conduct, and real
economic benefit. In contrast, conventional stock
markets often prioritise profit maximisation above
all, potentially at the expense of broader ethical or
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social considerations.
No Need for Stock Market: An Islamic Viewpoint

In light of the structural and spiritual contradictions
with Islamic system of tamveel, there is a compelling
argument that modern Muslim societies do not require
the stock market. Islam promotes partnership-based
financing through:

Mudharabah: A trustee partnership where one party
provides capital and the other manages the business.
Musharakah: A joint venture where all parties
contribute capital and share profits and losses.

These models are based on trust, direct knowledge
of the enterprise, and moral responsibility. Typically
involving 10-20 partners who know each other, such
arrangements preserve ethical investment practices
and eliminate speculative trading.

A Better Alternative: Ethical, Localised Investment

Islam advocates for investments that are
fundamentally different from those found in
conventional markets, prioritising tangible assets,
transparency, and shared responsibility. Truly Islamic
investments are backed by real, identifiable assets,
governed by complete transparency in all dealings,
and grounded in mutual consent and shared risk
among all parties involved. Furthermore, they
emphasise accountability to real stakeholders,
ensuring that the enterprise serves a broader purpose
beyond mere profit maximisation.

Trading of Shares in Islamic Businesses

In this alternative model, shares in such ethically

grounded businesses are not publicly traded on
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secondary markets. Instead, the ownership of shares is
generally not transferable to external parties in the
open market. If a partner wishes to exit an investment,
the company facilitates an internal liquidation or a sale
to existing or approved partners. This approach
maintains the integrity and trust within the
partnership, preventing speculation and ensuring that
ownership remains with those committed to the
business's real economic activity.
The Role of Tamweeli Institutions

Implementing such a model in modern economies
requires innovative structures. Tamweeli Institutions
(Islamic “financial” institutions) can play a crucial role
in bridging the gap between traditional Islamic
principles and contemporary tamveeli/‘financial’
needs.
Fund Mobilisation and Economic Growth: Large-
scale ventures that require significant capital can still
be financed through these Tamweeli Institutions. They
would effectively pool resources from investors via
Shariah-compliant arrangements such as Mudarabah
(profit-sharing, loss-bearing by capital provider) and
Musharakah (joint venture, profit/loss sharing by all
partners). This ensures that ‘capital” is mobilised for
productive economic growth while strictly adhering to
Shariah principles.
Liquidity and Investment Flexibility: Addressing the
need for liquidity without resorting to speculation,
Tamweeli Institutions can create structured exit
mechanisms. These might include pre-agreed share
sales to existing partners, sales to other approved
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investors within the institution's network, or
systematic profit redistribution. This approach ensures
investors can access their funds ethically, maintaining
integrity without the volatility and detachment of the
secondary market.
Risk Diversification: Rather than relying on
anonymous diversification through conventional
stock markets, Tamweeli Institutions offer a more
principle-driven approach to risk management. They
facilitate sector-based diversification rooted in real
ventures and genuine profit/loss sharing models. This
means investments are spread across different tangible
economic activities, providing diversification based on
real-world performance rather than speculative
financial instruments.
Conclusion

The stock market, especially its speculative
secondary segment, conflicts fundamentally with
Islamic economic values. It prioritises abstraction over
reality, speculation over production, and profit over
ethics. Instead of mimicking Western -capitalist
models, Islamic societies should develop financial
systems based on trust, transparency, and tangible
outcomes. Indeed, Mudarabah, Musharakah, and the
emergence of Tamweeli Institutions offer robust,
ethical, and Shariah-compliant alternatives capable of
tulfilling both the spiritual and material objectives of
Islamic system. Reclaiming this ethical foundation is
not only a religious necessity but an economic
imperative for a just and resilient future.
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Book Review: Empire of Al: Dreams and Nightmares in
Sam Altman’s OpenAl by Karen Hao, Penguin Press,
New York, 2025.

The Empire of AI: A Secular Revelation in

the Age of Technocratic Idolatry
Dr Syed Z. Arshad

In recent years, the rapid advancement of artificial
intelligence has emerged not merely as a technological
phenomenon but as a socio-political force that is
reshaping global power structures. At the forefront of
this transformation stands OpenAl, a company whose
meteoric rise has been both celebrated and critiqued as
a symbol of Silicon Valley's new imperial ambition.
Empire of Al: Dreams and Nightmares in Sam Altman’s
OpenAl by Karen Hao, a seasoned technology
journalist with experience at MIT Technology Review
and The Atlantic, offers a timely and incisive
investigation into this unfolding reality.

This book is more than a corporate exposé. It serves
as a lens through which the reader can observe the
interplay of technological ambition, capitalist
ideology, and the ethical hollowness that characterizes
modern industrial civilization. Hao’s narrative
traverses the inner workings of OpenAl, the
constructed charisma of its CEO Sam Altman, and the
profound global implications of artificial intelligence
development. Drawing on more than three hundred
interviews and first-hand exposure to both elite tech
institutions and impacted communities across the
world, Hao demonstrates that artificial intelligence is far
from a neutral tool. Rather, it is being shaped by the
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interests of a small and powerful elite who seek to
define the destiny of mankind through their own
vision of progress.

This review approaches Hao’s work not merely as a
record of corporate drama but as an essential text for
those engaged in the Islamic struggle for civilisational
revival. It will explore how the promises and perils of
OpenAl reflect the broader moral and epistemological
crises of the capitalist order, particularly its effort to
claim authority over knowledge and ethics without
any reference to divine guidance. As the Muslim
ummah faces the incursions of techno-capitalism, this
book presents a vital opportunity to reflect upon how
we must respond, not only with critical analysis but
with grounded and confident alternatives anchored in
the revelation of Allah.

Summary of the Book

Empire of Al is structured as a narrative history and
critical exposé of OpenAl, tracing its evolution from a
non-profit idealistic initiative to a central player in the
global capitalist pursuit of artificial general
intelligence. Karen Hao begins with the dramatic
boardroom events surrounding the temporary ousting
of Sam Altman in late 2023, an episode that exposed
deep internal fractures and competing visions within
OpenAl It is here that the non-profit origins of the
company fully transformed into a for-profit vision.
From there, she expands the narrative backward and
forward, mapping the ideological, political, and
economic forces that have come to define the
company’s mission and methods.
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The book is divided into four thematic parts, each
highlighting a different stage of OpenAl's
transformation.  Early = chapters explore the
philosophical and strategic foundations of the
organisation, including its original claims to ethical
stewardship and openness. Hao delves into the
personalities behind the project — Altman, Elon Musk,
and others — showing how their personal ambitions
and ideological commitments shaped the institution's
trajectory.

As the narrative unfolds, Hao documents OpenAl’s
pivot from a non-profit to a "capped-profit" structure,
its deepening entanglement with Microsoft, and its
growing dependence on massive computational power, data
extraction, and global labour exploitation. Through vivid
reporting and global case studies, she shows how
OpenAl’s ambitions have led to extractive practices
that mirror colonial logic — drawing on the
intellectual labour of data workers in the Global South,
consuming vast natural resources, and reshaping
labour markets with little regard for justice or consent.
This she terms the imperial ambition ("Empire of Al’).

The book concludes with a sobering reflection on
the unchecked power of a few technology firms to
steer the future of humanity, often through opaque
decision-making and ideological absolutism. Hao
warns that OpenAl's pursuit of artificial general
intelligence is no longer a matter of scientific exploration but
a race for dominion over the infrastructure of thought itself.
Capitalist Epistemology and Technocratic Empire

From an Islami (ingilabi) perspective, one of the

ors Frdyzn 192- Foldidr e 1S 1



Book Review Dr Syed Z. Arshad

more important contributions of Karen Hao’s book lies
in its unmasking of artificial intelligence as an
extension of capitalist epistemology. Far from being a
neutral science, the development and deployment of
Al reflect a particular worldview rooted in control,
accumulation, and  utilitarianism. @ Hao has
demonstrated that OpenAl's trajectory is not simply
about building intelligent machines; it is about
redefining what knowledge is, who has the right to produce
it, and who benefits from its fruits.

In this vision, knowledge is reduced to data, and
wisdom is measured by predictive accuracy. The
purpose of intelligence becomes narrowly functional,
assessed by its ability to optimise outcomes within a
predefined economic framework. Al systems are
trained on the digital exhaust of billions of people
across the globe, yet their ownership and benefits are
concentrated in the hands of a few elite corporations
and venture capitalists. This is a knowledge regime that
mirrors the colonial order, where the wealth of the many
is extracted and processed to serve the ambitions of the
powerful few.

This epistemology stands in stark contrast to the
Quranic conception of knowledge as a trust from
Allah. In Islam, knowledge (‘ilm) is not only a means
of understanding the world; it is also a path to moral
clarity and spiritual elevation. The purpose of
intelligence is not to dominate nature or other human
beings but to recognise the signs of the Creator and to
live justly (i.e. according to His guidance). As the
Quran says, "He taught Adam all the names . . . ."
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(Surah Al-Baqarah 2:31), signifying a knowledge that
is both descriptive and purposeful, grounded in
accountability and divine ethics.

OpenAl’s framework, by contrast, advances an
arrogant technocratic vision that seeks to automate not
only labour but also judgement, morality, and even
imagination. As Hao writes, the creators of AI models
such as GPT-4 are effectively building systems that
reflect and reinforce their own ideological biases,
while presenting them as universal and objective. This
is a form of secular absolutism, one that refuses to
acknowledge its own limits or the possibility of
transcendence.

In Islamic terms, such a system represents a modern
incarnation of taghut—a false authority that claims the
right to legislate and guide without reference to Allah.
The Quran warns against such forces, which mislead
mankind under the guise of progress. “Have you seen
the one who takes his desire as his god?” (Surah Al-
Jathiyah 45:23). The AI paradigm described in this
book is precisely such a construct, where technological
power is sanctified and human submission to divine
guidance is marginalised.

Islamic Perspective: Knowledge, Ethics, and Power

The Islamic worldview offers a comprehensive
alternative to the moral and epistemological
framework that wunderpins modern artificial
intelligence. In Karen Hao's analysis, the development
of Al technologies is shown to be shaped by corporate
priorities, profit incentives, and ideological ambitions.
From an Islamic standpoint, such a process is not only
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ethically deficient but spiritually misguided.

In Islam, knowledge is not a commodity to be
extracted and monetized. It is a sacred trust that must
serve the higher objectives of divine guidance. The
Quran frequently associates knowledge with moral
responsibility. “Indeed, the hearing, the sight, and the
heart — all those will be questioned” (Surah Al-Isra 17:36).
This verse reminds us that every act of observation and
inference carries with it a duty of righteousness. When
knowledge is divorced from divine purpose, it
becomes a tool of manipulation and oppression.

The pursuit of artificial general intelligence, as
depicted in Hao’s work, is driven by a secular
aspiration  to  create  intelligence  without
accountability. The belief that machines can replicate
or surpass human moral reasoning assumes that ethics
can be encoded without reference to Revelation. Islam
categorically rejects this assumption. Ethics in Islam
are not derived from consensus or utility but from the
commands of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger
5. Any claim to moral authority that does not submit
to divine legislation is inherently flawed.

Moreover, the Quran condemns the hoarding and
unjust distribution of resources. “Woe to those who give
less [than due]” (Surah Al-Mutaffafin 83:1). The book
details how Al companies like OpenAl accumulate
vast datasets and compute resources while
marginalizing the rights of the very populations whose
data fuels their systems. Workers in poor countries are
underpaid, artists are exploited, and water resources
are depleted to train these models. From an Islamic
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perspective, such exploitation is not just unethical. It is
a form of modern-day injustice that violates the ‘rights’
of creation and disrupts the balance (mizan) that Allah
has established in the world.

The Islamic economic vision demands that
knowledge and resources be used for the benefit of all
and that technology be restrained by the limits of
divine law. This includes protecting man’s dignity,
ensuring economic equity, and preserving the
environment. Any Al development that undermines
these principles, no matter how advanced, cannot be
considered acceptable in the Islamic sense.

Islamic Revivalism and the Technological Frontier

Karen Hao's Empire of Al inadvertently confirms a
truth long upheld by Islamic movements committed to
revival. The technological order emerging from capitalist
foundations is mneither neutral nor benign. It is an
extension of a worldview that displaces divine
sovereignty and substitutes it with human ambition,
corporate control, and speculative promises. The
development of artificial intelligence as described in
the book is not simply a scientific project. It is a
civilizational claim to define intelligence, ethics, and the
future itself without reference to the Creator.

For those engaged in the struggle for Islamic
revival, this presents both a challenge and an
opportunity. The challenge lies in resisting the
absorption of Muslim societies into this technocratic
empire that seeks to universalize its vision through
tools of data, algorithms, and global economic
coercion. Muslim thinkers, scholars, and leaders must
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recognize that the current Al paradigm is not merely a
tool to be adopted. It is a structure of thought and
power that must be interrogated at its roots.

At the same time, the Islamic tradition offers the
resources needed to build a principled alternative. The
concept of khilafah reminds us that man is a steward
of creation, not its master. Our role is not to simulate
or replicate divine attributes through artificial
intelligence but to live in accordance with the guidance
of Revelation. Islamic ethics, based on the Qur’an and
Sunnah, can serve as a framework to guide
technological development toward justice, balance,
and collective benefit.

This calls for an ambitious revivalist project.
Muslim scholars and technologists must collaborate to
articulate an Islamic philosophy of technology.
Institutions must be developed to research, regulate,
and produce Al tools that serve the real needs of the
ummabh, including education, health, and governance,
without surrendering to the imperatives of profit and
global competition. Rather than imitating the West,
Muslim societies must pursue technological self-
sufficiency & independence under the principles of the
shari‘ah.

The revival of Islamic civilization will require not
only critique but constructive alternatives. This
includes asserting control over data, protecting
intellectual and natural resources, and resisting the
commodification of human experience. It also requires
reclaiming the narrative of progress from those who
define it only in material terms. True progress is not
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measured by computational scale but by moral clarity,
justice, and submission to the will of Allah. As the
Qur’an reminds us, “Indeed, the most noble of you in the
sight of Allah is the most righteous of you” (Surah Al-
Hujurat 49:13). This is the only standard by which
man’s advancement should ultimately be judged.
Conclusion

Karen Hao’s Empire of Al is a rare and courageous
account that unmasks the ideological machinery
driving the age of artificial intelligence. Through
careful documentation and global testimony, the book
reveals how the Al revolution, rather than delivering
universal benefit, has entrenched inequality,
concentrated power, and projected a secular utopia
shaped by a handful of corporate elites. It is a sober
reminder that the tools of modernity, when built upon
the foundations of profit and self-deification, will
continue to marginalize the spiritual, ethical, and
communal dimensions of man’s life.

For Muslims engaged in the struggle to revive
Islamic civilization, this book is both a mirror and a
map. It reflects the crisis of a world that has severed its
relationship with divine guidance, and it maps the
consequences of allowing unaccountable power to
shape the future. The Islamic response must not be
confined to critique alone. It must involve the active
reassertion of tawheed in every domain of life,
including technology and knowledge production. Our
engagement with artificial intelligence must be shaped
not by a desire to compete on the terms of others, but
by the conviction that only the guidance of Allah offers
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true justice, balance, and mercy.

As the Prophet & said, “Indeed, the world is sweet
and green, and verily Allah is going to install you as
vicegerent in it in order to see how you act. So avoid
the allurement of the world...” (Sahih Muslim 2742).
This hadith serves as a profound reminder of our
responsibilities and the trials that accompany worldly
engagements. This stewardship is a trust, not an
entitlement. It obliges us to challenge false authorities,
reject exploitative systems, and build societies where
knowledge, power, and resources serve the purpose
for which they were revealed — to worship Allah and
uphold His commands on the earth.

In this task, the ummah must move forward with
courage, clarity, and the unwavering belief that
guidance lies not in artificial intelligence, but in divine
revelation!
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