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2 Risk lover: Those who love to take risk

3 Risk averse: Those who do not take risk, play safe

4 Participants in derivative market: Hedgers, Speculators, Arbitragers
Types of Derivatives: Forward/future contracts, Options, Swaps.
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Table 2: Share of different modes in Islamic
financings and related assets 2016
FINANCING MODES Joage
S Sz 31.86
Szt SN 24.73
97 12.94
oo 7.96
S, 5.51
sl 4.75
i 4.12
A6 3.99
1yt 1.87
s 0.63
£ 1.63
Source: Annual report 2016 Meezan Bank
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The Meezan "Group" consists of:

Holding Company: Meezan Bank Limited

Subsidiary Company: Al Meezan Investment Management
Limited

Meezan Bank Limited (MBL / the Bank) ('Holding company') was
incorporated in Pakistan on January 27, 1997, as a public limited
company under the Companies Ordinance, 1984, and its shares
are quoted on the Pakistan Stock Exchange (previously "Karachi
Stock Exchange").

The Bank was registered as an ‘Investment Finance Company’ on
August 8, 1997, carried on the business of investment banking as
permitted under SRO 585(1)/87 dated July 13, 1987, in accordance
of, and in conformity with the principles of Islamic Shariah. A
‘Certificate of Commencement of Business' was issued to the Bank
on September 29, 1997.

MBL was granted a ‘Scheduled Islamic Commercial Bank’ license
on January 31, 2002 and formally commenced operations as a
Scheduled Islamic Commercial Bank with effect from March 20,
2002 on receiving notification in this regard from the State Bank
of Pakistan (the SBP) under section 37 of the State Bank of
Pakistan Act, 1956. Currently, MBL is engaged in corporate,
commercial, consumer, investment and retail banking activities.
The Bank was operating through five hundred and seventy-one
branches as at December 31, 2016 (2015: five hundred and fifty-
one branches). Its registered office is situated at Meezan House,
C-25, Estate Avenue, SITE, Karachi, Pakistan.

Al Meezan Investment Management Limited (AMIML) (‘the
Subsidiary company') is involved in asset management,
investment advisory, portfolio management, equity research,
underwriting and corporate finance. MBL holds 65% of the share
capital of AMIML
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Economic Prospects for 2025 and the
Proposed Islamic Revolutionary Response
Javed Akbar Ansari

Islamic parties in Pakistan do not have a coherent
economic agenda. They generally endorse a social
democratic reform program without an appreciation
of the capitalist context within which their social
democratic reforms are inevitably situated in present
day Pakistan. Thus, the social democratic economic
agenda advocated by the Islamic parties if wholly or
partially implemented, will provide Islamic
legitimation of capitalist policies.

This paper outlines the economic prospects for 2025
so as to understand the strategy of the incumbent
regime. This serves as a basis for developing some
tentative proposals for challenging imperialist
capitalist hegemony in the economic sphere and the
development of a non-capitalist sphere of production
and exchange in Pakistan by the Islamic parties.
Prospects for 2025 and the Strategy of the
Incumbent Regime

FY 2024/25 can be characterized as “the year of the
IMF” as far as the Pakistani economy is concerned. The
IMF stooge Muhamad Aurangzeb - a citizen of
Netherlands — was installed as the Minister of Finance
in February 2024 and in the subsequent 9 months IMF
Extended Fund Facility Program ensured the
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“stabilisation” that occurred in the first half of FY 2025.
This stabilisation cum structural change was affected
through the issuance of IMF payment facility and debt
rollovers by China and Saudi Arabia. This led to
market-based exchange rate stabilisation and a large-
scale interest rate reduction. Despite the current
account surplus, the overall balance of payments
remained in deficit however reflecting removal of
restrictions on foreign profit repatriation. The inflation
rate fell dramatically from 29 percent in the second half
of FY 2024 to about 5 percent in the first months of FY
2025.

Thus, the economic stabilisation that occurred was
entirely an imperialist backed-financial phenomenon.
There was no structural change in production, gross
capital formation or consumption. The incidence of
poverty increased at 40 percent and unemployment —
specially disguised unemployment remained high.
GDP growth continues to lag behind population
growth so that per capita GDP is likely to fall for the
third consecutive year in June 2025. This is
immiserising stabilisation — the stabilisation of the
graveyard.

Immiserising stabilisation — the stabilisation of the
graveyard — is likely to continue in 2025-26. In Pakistan
— as in Sri Lanka - the IMF thrusts immiserising

stabilisation on us to ensure that international
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Shylocks continue to receive their pound of flesh — that
Pakistan does not default and continues to service its
debts.

But immiserising stabilisation runs out of steam. As
production stagnates tax and non-tax revenue — 70
percent of which is used to service domestic and
foreign debt — fall. Import liberalisation eats up the
current account surplus. Energy sector circular debt
balloons. Privatization stalls — as there were no foreign
buyers for PIA, Pakistan Railways and Pakistan Steel.
The investment strike - by both domestic firms and
DFIs — continues. The IMFs projected inflows for
2025/26 are likely not to be realized. Thus, external
sector financial fragility is likely to continue in 2025/26.
Broadening of the tax base appears impossible. Also
impossible is curtailing the debt financial share of the
aggregate tax revenue.

The falling inflation rate is something of a statistical
illusion. Prices rose by 29 percent in 2023-24. A further
5 percent increase in the first part of 2024-2025 is in
reality no gain to the people — particularly to the poor
who are disproportionately affected by the rise of food
prices as shown by movements in the Sensitive Price
Indicator (SPI). Moreover, Core Inflation remains
significantly higher than CPL

The stability of the Rupee depends on continued

IMF support, continued debt rollovers and declining
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global prices. The Rupee is expected to come under
pressure due to declining debt rollover, investment,
import liberalisation and removal of restrictions on
foreign profit repatriation. If the Rupee depreciates the
inflation rate will rise as import elasticity of domestic
demand is high.

Pakistan is a typical neo-colony whose rulers
depend on imperialist (American, Chinese, Saudi
Arabian) support to sustain their political dominance.
The immiserising stabilisation strategy has been
crafted by the IMF imperialists and is being
implemented on behalf of their foreign masters by the
incumbent government. Moreover, a regime change —
a replacement of the PML/PPP coalition by Tehreek-e-
Insaf will make no difference for Tehreek-e-Insaf's
“real freedom” (Haqiqi Azadi) is also imperialist
subservient — after all it was the Tahreek-i-Insaaf
which implemented the 2019-2022 IMF’s EFF.

Immiserising stabilisation will probably fail in
2025/26 because it does not address the root cause of
economic stagnation in Pakistan. This is ‘stagnant
factor productivity” in agriculture and manufacturing
sectors in particular. This requires massive public
investment in the commodity producing sectors and a
check on the growth of fictitious capital — the stock and
bond business and real estate. A policy to rejuvenate

factor productivity growth is inconceivable within the
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neoliberal policy paradigm which assumes it be a
spontaneous consequence of the working of the
“magic of the market”. It is also inconceivable because
a productivity centered growth model seeks to destroy
the subordination of the domestic economy to
imperialist money and capital markets. Subordination
to global markets intensifies immiserising stabilisation
— GDP growth during the IMF program period (2023-
2027) is likely to average 2.5 per annum.

The Proposed Islamic Strategy

Islam is a complete system with a unique moral,
political and economic manifestation. All Islamic
groups — reformist and revolutionary — must recognize
that the existence of capitalist order is incompatible
with the flourishing of the Islamic way of life — Islamic
social order and Islamic moral norms cannot flourish
if the organization of production and exchange is
structured along capitalist lines. All Islamic groups
must realize that the principal objective of the Islamic
economic strategy is to weaken — eventually destroy —
capitalist order in Pakistan. We seek to overthrow
capitalism — not to reform it.

The first step in the formulation of an Islamic
economic strategy in Pakistan must therefore be the
creation of a consciousness among Islamic groups to
the need to reject capitalism as a socio-economic order.

Current scholarship in the Islamic Economics tradition
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does not address this task. Quite the contrary, Islamic
Economics accepts the value premises underlying
capitalist theory and practice and develops Islamic
justification for capitalist transaction forms. This is
especially true as far as Islamic Banking and Finance is
concerned. Islamic banking and finance have
contributed enormously to the absorption of Muslim
wealth within riba and gharar based global money and
capital markets.

The Islamic financial market, with the help of sharia
advisers, provides opportunities for capitalist money
to penetrate the informal Islamic sector by granting
legitimacy to capitalism. Meezan Bank, Pakistan's
largest Islamic bank, has experienced a significant
surge in its share value, rising approximately 80% over
the past year and achieving a market capitalization of
$1.5 billion. This growth reflects the country's
increasing shift towards Islamic capitalist finance.

Pakistan’s capitalist rulers are formally committed
to the conversion of all conventional banks into Islamic
banks by 2028. The State Bank is also said to be
working on a formal conformance of state, domestic
money market transactions with existing Sharia
legitimated financing forms. There is a real danger that
this fraud (invention of Sharia Compliant riba and
gharar transaction forms) will ensnare more and more

Muslim wealth and even Madrassahs (which have so
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far not been trapped by Islamic banks) will fall victims
to this system. Thus, there is an urgent need to
explicate the reality of capitalist finance within Muslim
countries. There is also an urgent need to develop a
tamveeli system in Pakistan (see below). Islamic
parties must immediately set up an expert group
which puts forward a proposal for genuinely
eliminating all riba and gharar equivalent transactions
from the entire financial system (including those
involving foreign financial transactions). This
proposal may be based on the work done by the 1979
Tanzeel-ur-Rahman Commission. Dr. Shahid Hassan
Siddiqui has done valuable work in this regard.
Weakening capitalism also requires rejecting
imperialist surveillance of our economy. This
surveillance is currently being exercised by the IMF
through its ongoing EFF program. It is a matter of deep
regret that no Islamic party opposed the signing of the
EFF agreement in 2023 and no Islamic party is
advocating its immediate repudiation today. Islamic
parties lamented the rise in utility prices, the growing
commodity prices, the growing unemployment and
depression, the exorbitant indirect taxes. But no
Islamic party points out that all this is due to the
imposition of the IMF’s EFF agreement. No Islamic
party calls for the repudiation of this program. No

Islamic party calls for an immediate imposition of a
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debt repayment moratorium. No Islamic party
opposes trade liberalisation, unrestricted capital
outflows, exchange rate marketisation, sale of
government enterprises to domestic and foreign
capitalists.

The Islamic parties fail to realize that the theory
underlying these policies is false — these policies can
result only in accelerated immiserisation.

Similarly, Islamic parties and groups lament
American crimes in Palestine but no Islamic party has
the guts to call for expulsion of the American
ambassador, the closure of its financial program, for
the imposition of a trade boycott of American imports
and American franchises in Pakistan.

Islamic parties and groups must through agitation
and election exert pressure on the incumbent political
elite and the state to repudiate the IMF program,
abandon the neoliberal policy paradigm, declare a
debt moratorium, stand up to American imperialism.
Given our political weakness, success achieved will
necessarily be limited but as the recent Madrassah
legislation struggle has demonstrated, the capitalist
grip on the national economy can be loosened even if
only marginally through a direct political action.

Our political weakness exists because of the
fragmentation and disorganization of our basic

political constituency. Our basic political constituency
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consists of mukhliseen-e-deen who in their personal
lives try to adhere to the commandments of the
Shariah. They are the mukhlisin-e-deen and according
to a conservative estimate in 2018 they constituted
about 25 million people. This is by far the largest
popular constituency of any ideological group in
Pakistan. But our basic constituency (the mukhlisin-e-
deen) are both reconciled to their powerlessness and
disorganization. In the struggle against capitalism, the
principal task of the Islamic parties and groups is the
empowerment and organization of the mukhlisin-e-
deen and consolidation of their leadership over the
‘awam’.

Islamic parties and groups must unite and create a
nation-wide network of mosques and the leadership of
local mukhlisin-e-deen which should serve as the
nucleus of a gradually emerging non-capitalist
economy in Pakistan. An informal non-capitalist
economy already exists in Pakistan where the majority
of informal enterprises have no links with the money
and capital markets and are not within the tax net of
the government. A tamveeli system can be organized
by an Islamic party on this basis along the following

lines:

a. The Islamic group (say the Tableeghi Jamaat)
gathers the savings of the community through
the mosque network.

b. The Tableeghi Jamaat identifies from its
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members businesses which can utilize extra
investment.

c. The Tableeghi Jamaat arranges investment of
funds in the business on a musharaka,
modaraba and ijara bases.

d. The Tableeghi Jamaat takes the responsibility of
transference of funds from surplus areas to
areas where preferable investment exists but
halal funds are not available.

e. The Tableeghi Jamaat monitors repayment
schedules.

f. The Tableeghi Jamaat acts as a quasi-public
sector agency taking no share of the profit
accrued by the investment but administration
expenses may be collected.

As the tamveeli network spreads local
infrastructure projects can also be financed and local
communities” capacity to meet public resources needs
— water, power, communication — will be enhanced.
Instead of agitating for the provision of the service
through the capitalist policy framework, the Islamic
parties and groups will enhance the capacities of the
communities to service their needs on a non-capitalist
basis.

A principal concern of creating and operating a non-
capitalist economy is the replacement of hirs (uo,>)
and hasad (“w=>) by sabr (,ue), tawakkul (S95) and
infaq (BW!) as motives for investment, saving,

consumption and production. Since the investors in
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the above tamveeli scheme will be members of the
Tableeghi Jamaat, the Tableeghi Jamaat will develop a
program for inculcating the virtues of sabr, tawakkul
and infaq and discouraging the growth of hirs and
hasad among its savers and investors.

State level political activity by the Islamic parties
will be focused on strengthening and expanding the
operational ambit of this nation-wide network of
mosques and gradually a non-capitalist economy will
emerge and the power and authority of the
mukhliseen-e-deen will be gradually increased.

Summary of Proposal for Islamic Parties in 2025
and 2026

1. Immediately launch a nationwide campaign for
the termination of the IMF’s ongoing ESAF
program.

2. Immediately initiate a movement for the
moratorium on the payment of foreign debt
linking repayments per year to foreign
exchange earnings. Unilaterally cancel all
foreign interest rate payment obligations and
start negotiations for restructuring of foreign
principal debt obligations specially with the
IMF.

3. Advocate conversion of domestic public debt
obligations in accordance with genuine Islamic
transaction forms.

4. In early 2026 and throughout 2026 and 2027,
launch a nationwide campaign to oppose the

Heroyzt ) ) 180~ Foldlae i BIG1



Economic Prospects for 2025... Dr. J.A. Ansari

formal conversion of the conventional haram
banking system into a nominal Islamic banking
system.

5. During 2025 prepare a comprehensive plan —
based on the 1979 Tanzeel-ur-Rahman Report —
of converting the conventional haram financial
system into a genuine Islamic transaction
(tamveeli) system. This would consist of:

a. The de-commodification of money

b. The nationalization of all financial
institutions in the country

c. The termination of all money and capital
account speculative transaction forms.

d. Complete delinking from global money
and capital markets

6. Imposition of strict capital controls specially on
the repatriation of profits by companies in the
form of foreign exchange.

7. Initiation of direct collaboration with trade
union movements in the country so that a full-
scale movement against privatization of state-
owned enterprises could be launched as soon as
possible. Privatization is the principal means
for subjecting the economy to imperialist
markets and for the conversion of a national
economy into a full-fledged capitalist economy.
Islamic parties must oppose privatization with
all the forces at their command throughout 2025
and 2026.

8. Propositions must be articulated by Islamic
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parties and groups for the launch in 2026
operated under mosque based tamveeli system
in which savings of Islamic workers are
collected for the growth of profitable Islamic
businesses under the supervision and guidance
of Islamic groups willing to serve as quasi-
public sector organization. The sooner we set
up this tamveeli network the nearer we will
come to establishing a non-capitalist economy
producing halal rizq and giving opportunities
to the mukhlisin-e-deen.

9. The principal cause of Pakistan’s economic
backwardness and structural stagnation is
decline in factor productivity. This requires
particularly the growth in public investment in
the commodity producing sectors (basically
agriculture and industry). Such investment
totally disappeared in the mid-1980s. Islamic
parties must agitate for a reversal of public
investment in major manufacturing sectors —
steel, transportation, chemicals, aluminum,
mining — instead of passively handing over
them to private enterprises. We must also
agitate to ensure that incentives are provided
for the investment rather than the mere
consumption of funds provided in the income
support programs (BISP etc.)
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On Possibility of Revolution: Islamic versus
Marxist critiques of Capitalist Order
Dr. Syed Z. Arshad

The following commentary introduces German
philosopher Byung-Chul Han and Italian philosopher
Antonio Negri — focusing on their critiques of
capitalism (i.e. a capitalist ideology based on the
system of private ownership). At an event in 2014,
Negri presented himself as a Communist
revolutionary, enthusiastic about global resistance to
the "Empire"” (i.e. the neoliberal system of domination)
and criticized Han for his skepticism towards
revolution (against the Empire). In response, Han
wrote a short piece, “Why Revolution is No Longer
Possible?” 1, defending his point of view about why, he
thinks, such a revolution is no longer possible.

This commentary will explore (a) Negri's
conception of Empire and how he conceives the
possibility of revolution through ‘Multitude’ (rather
than the traditional proletariat class), (b) Han’s critique
of Negri's optimism and why he believes that the
seductive  system-preserving powers make a
communist revolution impossible, and will then (c)
differentiate between an Islamic critique and a Marxist

critique of Capitalist Order. It will conclude that

! English trans. published online in 2015 at OpenDemocracy.Net
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/why-
revolution-is-no-longer-possible/
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Islamic revolution will always remain a possibility.
Who are Byung-Chul Han & Antonio Negri?

Byung-Chul Han (b. 1959) is a South Korean-born
German philosopher known for his critiques of
contemporary capitalist societies, focusing on themes
like power, digital surveillance, and the decline of
communal life. Educated in Germany, Han draws on
diverse influences, from Heidegger to Foucault, and
explores how neoliberalism manipulates individuals
through self-exploitation, digital control, and
consumer culture. His works, including The Burnout
Society (2010) and Psychopolitics: Neoliberalism and New
Technologies of Power (2014), examine how modern life
produces alienation, burnout, and the erosion of
genuine human connection. Han teaches philosophy
and cultural studies at Berlin's University of the Arts
(UdK). He is author of several best-sellers and
continues to meticulously dissect the anxieties
produced by neoliberal capitalism. His other famous
books include, The Expulsion of the Other (2018) and
more recently The Crisis of Narration (2024).

Antonio Negri (d. 2023) was an Italian Marxist
philosopher, political theorist, and activist known for
his work on labour, power and global capitalism. A
central figure in the autonomist Marxist movement,
Negri co-authored Empire (2000) with Michael Hardt,

in which they argue that traditional nation-state power
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has given way to a decentralized global sovereignty.
His work focuses on how power structures adapt and
how the Multitude (2004) — a diverse collective of
people — can resist capitalist domination and seek
liberation. Negri has been a significant voice in
postmodern political thought. Hardt & Negri's trilogy
- Empire (2000), Multitude: War & Democracy in the Age
of the Empire (2004), and Commonwealth (2009) is
considered by many to be the new Communist
Manifesto.

(A) Hardt and Negri’s conception of “Empire” and
how they conceive of the possibility of revolution

through “Multitude”

Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri use the term
"Empire" to describe a new global form of sovereignty
that differs from traditional nation-state-based
imperialism. Rather than a single state or national
power (like the historical empires of Britain, Rome, or
the U.S.), "Empire" refers to a decentralized and
multifaceted system of global governance and control
that transcends individual nation-states. This system is
composed of international institutions, multinational
corporations, financial markets and transnational
political structures.

As per Hardt & Negri (2000 & 2019) key features of
the "Empire" include:

1. Decentralization: It is not controlled by a single state
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or actor, but is maintained by a network of
transnational institutions (such as the United Nations,
the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund),
multinational corporations and global capital.

2. Global Reach: "Empire" operates on a planetary
scale, exerting influence through political, economic,
cultural and military means.

3. Mixed Constitution: Borrowing from the Roman
concept of a "mixed constitution," Hardt and Negri
argue that "Empire" includes multiple forms of
governance —monarchical (dominated by powerful
states like the U.S.), aristocratic (dominated by elites
and corporations) and democratic (represented by the
broader mass of people, although limited in scope and
power).

4. Supranational Governance: As the power of
national sovereignty fades, transnational regimes like
the European Union, global trade agreements, and
other supranational bodies exert more control, shaping
governance in ways that supersede individual state
authority.

5. Continuous Crisis Management: Rather than being
threatened by crises, "Empire" thrives on crisis. It
manages global economic and social conflicts to
maintain its rule. The system adapts to disruptions,
such as financial crises or social revolts, by absorbing

them without fundamentally altering its power

HeroyRl ) 186~ Foldl i B



On Possibility of Revolution Dr. Syed Z. Arshad

structures.

In essence, the "Empire" is a metaphor for the
globalized power system that transcends traditional
borders and operates through economic, political, and
cultural domination on a worldwide scale.

The concept of Multitude in Michael Hardt and
Antonio Negri (2004) refers to a diverse, decentralized
collective of individuals who are united not by identity
(such as nationality or class) but by their shared
condition under global capitalism and the structures of
“Empire”. Unlike traditional notions of the "people" or
"proletariat,” which imply a unified or homogeneous
mass, “Multitude” emphasizes multiplicity and
diversity.

Following is a breakdown of the key characteristics
of “Multitude”,

1. Diversity and Multiplicity: The Multitude is
composed of diverse social groups, individuals, and
movements that maintain their distinct identities (such
as race, gender, class, nationality, etc.) but are united
in their opposition to the forces of the Empire. This
stands in contrast to the concept of a singular "people,"
which often implies uniformity.

2. Decentralized: The ‘Multitude” does not have a
single leader, central organization, or homogeneous
structure. Instead, it operates through networked,

decentralized cooperation, much like how the Empire
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itself is decentralized. This is often seen in social
movements where there is no single leader, but
collective actions emerge through shared ideas and
goals.
3. Productive Power: The ‘Multitude’ is also a creative
and productive force, capable of generating social,
political, and economic alternatives. Hardt and Negri
argue that within capitalist production, it is the
cooperation, creativity, and social interaction of people
that drive economic value. Therefore, this collective
productivity holds the seeds of a new social order.
Revolution through the Multitude

Revolution, according to Hardt and Negri, can
emerge from the ‘Multitude’ through its capacity to
resist the structures of ‘Empire” and create alternative
forms of social organization. This revolution is based
not on seizing state power in the traditional sense (as
in classic Marxist revolutions), but rather on building
networks of resistance and cooperation that subvert
‘Empire’ from within.

Key aspects of ‘Revolution through Multitude’
include:
Networked Resistance: The ‘Multitude’ operates
through decentralized networks that can organize
spontaneous and widespread forms of resistance
against the ‘Empire’. These networks can be seen in

global movements like anti-globalization protests,
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Occupy movements, and transnational solidarity
efforts. These forms of resistance are hard for the
Empire to control because they lack any central point
of weakness.

Creation of the Commons: Hardt and Negri see the
‘Multitude” as capable of reclaiming and expanding
the "commons"—shared resources like knowledge,
social cooperation, and even the environment—that
have been appropriated by capitalism and ‘Empire’.
By creating and managing the commons
autonomously, the “‘Multitude’ builds an alternative to
the privatized and commodified structures of
‘Empire’.

Immanent Power: The Multitude’s power comes from
within the structures of Empire itself, as the multitude
itself constitutes the social cooperation, labour, and
communication networks that the global capitalist
system depends on. By recognizing its own power and
organizing around shared goals, the Multitude can
undermine the systems of control and create new
forms of democratic and equitable social relations.
Revolution as Process, Not an Event: For Hardt and
Negri, revolution is not a single event like the storming
of a palace or the overthrow of a government. Instead,
it is a continuous process of building new forms of
social organization from below, through the

decentralized and creative activity of the “‘Multitude’.
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This revolution is ongoing and operates within the
cracks and crises of ‘Empire’.

In short, the “‘Multitude’ represents a new form of
collective subjectivity that is capable of organizing a
revolution from within global capitalism by leveraging its
productive, networked, and decentralized nature.
Rather than seizing control of a state apparatus, it aims
to create alternative forms of life, governance, and
production that challenge and will eventually replace
the structures of “‘Empire’.

Framework for change through Multitude

It may be argued that this approach reflects a shift
from violent overthrow to a gradual creation of new
self-sustaining systems - perhaps, one may call it a soft
revolution rather than the violent one. Multitude
focuses more on the potential of decentralized,
networked, and productive collective action rather
than laying out detailed, step-by-step instructions for
building alternative forms of life and governance.
However, they do outline general principles and
strategies that could guide such a transformation.
These principles, though not prescriptive, point to how
new forms of governance and life might emerge to
challenge and replace the structures of the Empire.

Following are the six key ideas that provide a

framework for this process:
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1. Autonomous Creation of the Commons:

e What it means: The ‘commons’ refer to shared
resources — whether material (like land and
water) or immaterial (like knowledge and
communication networks) — that are
collectively managed for the benefit of all,
rather than controlled by private interests or
state power.

e How it challenges capitalism: By reclaiming
and expanding the commons, the Multitude can
undermine  capitalist privatization and
commodification. This process involves
creating cooperative forms of production,
community-based resource management, and
sharing knowledge freely rather than for profit.
This could happen through:

o Digital platforms for open-source
collaboration.

o Cooperatives that produce goods and
services outside capitalist markets.

o Community land trusts or local
governance that prioritize shared,
sustainable use of resources.

2. Horizontal, Networked Governance:

e What it means: The Multitude is characterized
by decentralized, non-hierarchical forms of
organization. This kind of governance focuses
on  participation, inclusiveness, and
cooperation, avoiding top-down control.
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e How it challenges capitalism: In contrast to the
hierarchical  structures of states and
corporations, networked governance would
empower local communities and groups to self-
organize without the need for centralized
power. This could manifest through:

o Community councils or assemblies
where decisions are made
democratically.

o Platforms that allow for decentralized
decision-making in economic or political
matters, akin to how some blockchain
technologies operate.

o Grassroots political movements that seek
to implement local forms of governance
that challenge state power.

3. Decentralized Economic Structures:

e What it means: Negri and Hardt suggest that
economic production could be reorganized
around cooperative, non-exploitative principles
where workers control the means of production
and the wealth generated is shared equitably.

e How it challenges capitalism: By rejecting
profit-driven production and exploitation,
these economic structures would replace
capitalist corporations with cooperatives or
communal ownership. Examples include:

o Worker-owned cooperatives where
profits are distributed equally or
reinvested in the community.
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o DPeer-to-peer production models that
bypass corporate control (e.g. free
software movements or locally run
energy grids).

o The use of non-monetary exchange
systems like time banks or local
currencies that challenge capitalist
market structures.

4. Global Solidarity and Interconnected Movements:
e What it means: The Multitude operates on a
global scale, recognizing that resistance must be
interconnected across borders to counter the
global reach of the Empire. It focuses on
solidarity among diverse movements (e.g.,
labour, environmental, feminist, and anti-
colonial).

e How it challenges capitalism: By building
networks of solidarity, the Multitude can
coordinate actions globally, create shared
resources, and develop unified strategies that
transcend national boundaries. This could be
realized through:

o Transnational advocacy networks that
share resources and strategies for local
struggles.

o Global movements like Occupy or
climate justice that focus on common
global  issues (e.g.,  inequality,
environmental  destruction)  while
maintaining local autonomy.
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o Digital platforms that facilitate global
collaboration and the sharing of
resources across movements.

5. Social Production of Knowledge and Culture:

e What it means: The Multitude challenges
capitalist commodification of knowledge and
culture by emphasizing free exchange and
collective creation. Intellectual property, in this
view, should be open to all.

e How it challenges capitalism: Rather than
privatizing knowledge (e.g., through patents,
copyrights), social production emphasizes
open-access resources. This could take the form
of:

o Open-source software and creative
commons  licensing  that  allow
knowledge to be freely shared and
developed.

o Cooperative cultural production that
bypasses capitalist media
conglomerates.

o Educational systems or platforms that
offer free, collective learning and
knowledge sharing.

6. Resistance through Crisis and Subversion:

e What it means: The Empire is seen as thriving
on crises, but crises also present opportunities
tor the Multitude to subvert the system and
create new forms of organization.
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e How it challenges capitalism: During times of
economic, social, or environmental crises, the
Multitude can step in to create alternative
structures. For example:

o Local community mutual aid networks
that step in to provide services when the
state fails (as seen during economic
downturns or environmental disasters).

o Occupations of public spaces or
resources (e.g., land occupations,
housing takeovers) to reclaim commons
from private control.

Following are some challenges and open questions
as Negri and Hardt's framework is more of a
theoretical blueprint than a practical roadmap. Some
challenges to this vision include:

e Scalability: Can decentralized, cooperative
models scale effectively to replace large-scale
capitalist structures?

e Sustainability: How will these alternatives
sustain themselves long-term in the face of
powerful capitalist systems and states?

o Resistance to Co-optation: How can these
movements avoid being co-opted or absorbed
back into the capitalist system, as has happened
with some elements of the "sharing economy"?

In summary, while Negri and Hardt do not provide
a detailed step-by-step guide for building alternative
forms of life and governance, they offer a conceptual
framework  where the  Multitude leverages
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decentralized, networked, and cooperative models to
challenge the structures of the Empire. This revolution
would not be about capturing state power but about
building new, autonomous forms of governance,
production, and life that will gradually replace
capitalism from within.
(B) Han’s critique of Negri and why he believes that
a Revolution is impossible

Byung-Chul Han critiques Antonio Negri’s
revolutionary optimism by arguing that the conditions
for revolution no longer exist under neoliberal
capitalism. While Negri sees the Multitude as a
potential force for overthrowing the Empire, Han
contends that the nature of power has changed. In
contrast to the repressive power of earlier systems,
neoliberalism seduces individuals into self-exploitation.
People become ‘'"entrepreneurs of the self"
internalizing class struggle and directing aggression
inward - which Han argues makes collective resistance
and revolution impossible.

Han’s Key Points:
1. Neoliberal Seduction: Power today does not repress
but seduces, making individuals voluntarily comply
with their own subjugation. Unlike traditional
capitalism, where a clear oppressor and oppressed
existed, neoliberalism blurs these lines by turning
workers into self-exploiters. This transforms the class
struggle into an internal, individual conflict, making
collective solidarity difficult.
2. Self-Exploitation: Han argues that in neoliberalism,
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everyone becomes both master and slave—an
"entrepreneur of the self". The oppressed now blame
themselves for their failures rather than the system. This
inward-directed frustration (burnout, depression)
replaces outward-directed resistance - neutralizing the
possibility of revolutionary action.

3. Isolation and Competition: Neoliberalism fosters
extreme individualism and competition - even within
the same enterprise. Unlike industrial capitalism,
where workers could form solidarity against factory
owners, today’s system pits everyone against one
another - eroding any communal revolutionary
potential. The competitive, isolated nature of this
system makes it hard to form a unified, revolutionary
mass like Negri's Multitude.

4. Burnout and Exhaustion: Han also argues that
burnout and exhaustion, widespread in today’s work
culture, are incompatible with revolutionary energy.
Neoliberalism drains individuals through overwork
and constant self-optimization, leaving no space for
collective revolt.

5. Sharing Economy and Commodification: Han also
critiques the so-called "sharing economy," which he
sees as further entrenching neoliberal logic. He argues
that platforms like Airbnb and Uber commodify
aspects of life that should remain outside capitalist
exchange, leading not to communism, as some
suggest, but to further commercialization. Even
community and sharing become capitalist tools -
neutralizing the potential for radical transformation.
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Byung-Chul Han argues that the so-called "sharing
economy,”" often presented as a form of communal
exchange - actually extends capitalist logic. Even
activities like sharing or community-based services are
commercialized, driven by profit rather than genuine
altruism. Han claims that capitalism "sells communism
as a commodity" - meaning it packages and
commodifies ideals of sharing and community for
profit. This represents the ultimate fulfillment of
capitalism - where even revolutionary or anti-capitalist
ideas (like sharing or communism) are absorbed into
the capitalist framework, neutralizing any
revolutionary potential.

In essence, Han argues that revolution is impossible
today because neoliberalism has dissolved traditional
forms of resistance - replacing them with a system that
uses freedom and individual responsibility to
perpetuate domination.

(O) Differences between Islamic critique and Marxist
critique of Capitalist Order

Islamic and Marxist critiques of capitalism both
appear to challenge the exploitative and hegemonic
nature of the capitalist order but in reality differ
fundamentally in their underlying philosophy,
objectives and outcomes. In essence, Marxist efforts,
aim to replace free-market capitalist ideology based on
a system of private ownership with a more egalitarian
state sponsored capitalism (that would prioritize
freedoms of collectives over freedoms of individuals).
The purpose here seems to be a more equitable
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distribution of resources and a better ‘collective’
realization of Humanist ideals of Freedom, Equality
and Progress (enabling Mankind to truly become God
in themselves). Whereas Islamic efforts aim to uproot
the entire capitalist order (along with its jahili ((4»\>)
values of Freedom, Equality and Progress) and replace
it with the Deen of Islam. (The word ‘Deen’ here
implies an active Islamic way of life at all levels of
existence viz. individual, society and state). Man is not
a ‘Human’ but an abd (4«<) of Allah SWT. The purpose
here is not just to individually earn the pleasure of
Allah SWT but to design, enable and maintain a
framework for all to earn the pleasure of Allah SWT.

1. Concept of Man and Purpose

(i) Marxist Perspective: Marxism views man as a
primarily material being shaped by their socio-
economic conditions. The goal of Marxist revolution is
to free mankind from exploitation so they can fully
realize themselves through economic equality and
control over production. Marxism focuses on material
fulfillment and believes human progress is driven by
historical class struggle.

(ii) Islamic Perspective: In Islam, man is not just a
material being but is seen as a servant of Allah (‘abd).
Primary purpose of man is to worship and obey Allah
SWT, as the Qur'an states: “I did not create the jinn and
mankind except to worship Me.” (Qur’an, 51:56). Success
of a Man is measured by adherence to divine guidance,
not material achievement. Thus, the goal of Islamic
revolution is to create a society where worship and
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submission to Allah are facilitated and natural.

2. Source of Knowledge and Guidance

(i) Marxism is based on materialist philosophy and
human reason. Marxism claims that all socio-
economic systems, including capitalism, are products
of historical development, and its solutions are
derived from human analysis of material conditions.
(ii) Islam derives its understanding of society,
economics, and governance from divine revelation
(Qur'an and Sunnah). Islam views man’s intellect as
limited and believes that true justice can only be
established by following the divine laws revealed by
Allah SWT. It sees the Marxist reliance on human
intellect alone as flawed because it completely ignores
the spiritual and moral dimensions.

3. View on Morality

(i) Marxism - like the rest of worldly ‘isms’ - offers no
morality from a spiritual or religious standpoint.
Morality here refers to the ‘hierarchical ordering of
desires’. All individual desires of man are given equal
value (for example, anyone’s desire to count the blades
of grass is considered no better or worse than anyone’s
desire to eradicate drug cartels or even to pray).
Marxism simply considers the capitalist system as
unjust primarily because it is a system based on private
ownership that results in material inequality - but it
does not have any universal moral framework beyond
class struggle and collective equality.

(ii) Islam’s conception of morality is central to the
Islamic critique of capitalism. Capitalism is not just
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rejected for its economic exploitation but also for its
moral bankruptcy, domineering greed and selfishness,
and the relentless pursuit of accumulation for the sake
of accumulation. Islam emphasizes accountability to
Allah SWT, compassion to mankind and justice (‘adl)
in the public sphere - which leads to a system of ethics
that governs all aspects of life and relationships. Not
all desires are the same. Individual desires are to be
ordered by God-consciousness and piety (taqwa). Like
Allah SWT says in Surah Al-Hujurat "... Indeed, the
most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most

righteous of you ..." (Qur'an, 49:13).
4. Capitalist Order is not a historical necessity but an

unfortunate deviation

(i) Marxist critique presumes Historical (and
Dialectical)  Materialism:  Marxism  critiques
capitalism as an exploitative private ownership system
based on class struggle - where the bourgeoisie (capital
owners) oppresses the proletariat (workers). It focuses
on the material conditions of life and economic
determinism - believing that the economic base shapes
societal structures. This view of history is derived from
Hegel’s conception of Geist realizing itself in time - by
going through several stages of insights into itself (or
as interpreted by Fichte, through thesis, anti-thesis that
leads to the new synthesis). However, as per Marx,
Hegel’s Idealism left his dialectic “standing on its
head. It must be turned right side up again”. Thus,
Marx focused on the changing ‘material” modes of
production that give rise to the new relations of
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production (i.e. the material conditions of life) and
argued capitalism to be a historical necessity.

(ii) Islamic Critique is ahistorical: The basis of Islamic
critique is divine revelation (i.e. the Quran and Sunnah
which are the source of true knowledge/guidance for
all mankind and for all times to come). Islam does not
regard Capitalism to be a historical necessity - rather
Capitalist Order is a historical anomaly. An
unfortunate deviation due to uncontrolled avarice and
greed based collective decisions of Christian rulers and
Church. Christendom after centuries of corruption and
colonial exploitation evolved into the secular Europe
that we see today). As per Islam, the first Man (Adam
AS) began life with complete knowledge and guidance
from Allah SWT. Then, over time, a long line of
Prophets and Messengers (peace and blessings be
upon them) were sent - everytime Mankind deviated
from the correct path. Now that the Last Messenger
Mohammad #8 has been sent - the only correct
guidance is that of Holy Quran & Sunnah of the
Prophet #. Islamic critiques, following in the
footsteps of Imam Al Ghazali, aim to demonstrate the
theoretical absurdity (i.e. jahiliya) and the catastrophic
practical consequences of pursuing non-revelationary
based systems. Furthermore, they argue for and
provide theoretical support to various Islamic
movements for the re-establishment of Islam as a
Deen.

5. Economic Vision and Redistribution
(i) Marxism seeks to abolish private property and
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create a classless society where wealth is redistributed
according to need. The focus is on economic equality
and the control of the means of production by the
working class or collective.

(ii) Islam recognizes the right to private property but
mandates its use in a way that benefits society. It
emphasizes zakat (obligatory almsgiving), sadaqah
(charity) and other ethical business practices to ensure
a fair distribution of wealth. Islam prevents large
accumulations of wealth circulating in the hands of the
few. While Islam acknowledges the existence of
economic classes, it aims to reduce extreme
inequalities and promote social welfare through divine
obligations, not through forced redistribution. As per
Surah Al-Hashr "Whatever Allah has restored to His
Messenger from the people of the towns—it is for
Allah and for the Messenger and for [his] near relatives
and orphans and the needy and the [stranded]
traveler—so that it will not be a perpetual
distribution among the rich from among you. And
whatever the Messenger has given you—take; and
what he has forbidden you—refrain from. And fear
Allah; indeed, Allah is severe in penalty." (Qur’an,
59:7). This verse emphasizes that wealth and resources
should be distributed in a way that benefits the entire
community, especially the vulnerable, and should not
remain in the hands of the wealthy elite alone. It
establishes principles of social justice in Islam.

6. Views on Freedom
(i) Marxism seeks to maximize human freedom by
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freeing individuals from economic oppression,
allowing them to control their own labour and live
without class-based exploitation.

(ii) Islam also advocates for justice and freedom from
oppression, but Islam defines freedom differently. In
Islam, Freedom is a resource (to be used for earning the
pleasure of Allah SWT) and not a value (that needs to
be maximized - as assumed by capitalist order). True
freedom would be freedom from enslavement to
worldly desires and false gods (taghtit) which would
include the materialist and secular ideals that
capitalism represents. A Muslim is only free when they
are a servant of Allah - submitting to the Divine will.
7. Views on Progress and Equality

(i) Marxism: Holds the ideals of progress and equality
as central, seeking to create a society where human
development can proceed unhindered by class
divisions.

(ii) Islam: Rejects the secular concepts of progress and
equality that are divorced from divine purpose. While
Islam acknowledges the importance of progress, it is
progress according to Allah's guidance, not humanist
ideals. Equality, in Islam, does not mean erasing all
distinctions but ensuring that all are equal in their
responsibility to worship Allah and are treated justly
in accordance with divine law.

8. View on Revolution

(i) In Marxism, revolution is seen as a necessary,

historical process driven by material conditions and
class conflict. It often envisions violent overthrow of
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the capitalist class, though later Marxists like Negri
propose a more gradual, decentralized change.

(ii) Islam views revolution as a spiritual obligation
whenever the Deen of Islam is not being implemented
or dominant. Considering history and the context, the
process may or may not be violent, depending on the
nature of rebellion (taghut). However, it is the process
of reestablishing divine laws at all levels of society
(individual, social, and state). The revolution in Islam
is holistic, addressing not only economic structures but
also spiritual, ethical, and legal systems.

9. Agency of struggle against the Capitalist Order

(i) Marxist Critique Expects a Class Revolution:
Marxists understand and advocate for the overthrow
of capitalist structures through class struggle.
According to classical Marxism, workers first become
conscious of sharing common grievances against
capitalists (thus forming a class “in-itself”) and
eventually develop an awareness of themselves as
forming a social class opposed to the bourgeoisie (thus
becoming a class “for-itself”) - the proletariat. It is this
fully aware proletariat that is expected to be the
vanguard of revolution - leading to the establishment
of a classless, communist society where wealth is
distributed according to need and not private
ownership. Hardt & Negri’s conceptualisation
replaces the proletariat with the Multitude (as
discussed in earlier section). The key motivator here is
the reaction to excessive exploitation and repression
by the capitalist structures of domination.
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(ii) The Islamic critique looks at Capitalist Order as a
rebellion (wg¢lo) against Allah SWT. Capitalist
Order aims to turn every Man into an autonomous and
self-sufficient ‘god” (i.e. a Human Being). This Human
Being (in practice) is nothing but a slave of his own
desires (¢/33]) who is continuously trying to maximize
accumulation. Capitalist Order is characterized by a
‘spirituality” of avarice and covetousness. Its kalima is
Ol NI 4l Y (“there is no god but man’). Islamic
critique rejects and aims to delegitimize the Capitalist
values of freedom, equality and progress. It provides
a definitive critique of various ideologies of capitalist
order (including Marxism/Socialism). Islamic critique
prefers the orthodox approach and considers the
various revisionist and modernist approaches to Islam
as slippery slopes that will ultimately serve to
incorporate Islam within the Capitalist Order. This
Islamic critique provides theoretical support to the
various Mujahideen groups struggling to advance
Deen of Islam. These Mujahideen are the vanguard of
Islamic revolution. They must aim to unite the
Mukhliseen-e-Deen ((y»> (sal>e) and develop social
institutions that will make the practicing Deen of Islam
convenient and natural at both individual and social
level. The Mujahideen aim to establish the Islamic
State that will take the message of Islam to all corners
of the world.

10. Motivation for Overcoming Capitalism through
Revolution:
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(i) Marxist Revolution? or Not?: Traditional Marxist
critiques envisaged a violent revolution led by the
proletariat class. But Hardt and Negri replaced the
proletariat class with Multitude. Also their vision of
change is no longer violent - but rather a soft
revolution that aims to bring about a gradual change
from within capitalist order. On the other hand, Han
simply does not envisage any change in capitalist
order. However, if we are to consider power as being
more seductive rather than repressive - then perhaps
the so-called ‘change” might be far too slow to be
effectively called a revolution in any practical sense.
For some commentators, the revolution, by no longer
being violent, simply does not deserve to be called a
revolution. Most people living under the yoke of
capitalist order don’t appear willing to sacrifice their
existing material comforts for a higher cause.

(ii) Whenever Islam is not the dominant Deen, there
is a need for a Revolution: Motivation of Islamic
critique and the Mujahideen is very different. Original
Islam must be preserved at all cost. Revisionist and
Modernist approaches to Islam are a compromise - to
save Muslim communities from oppression and
material losses - but will over time result in Islam being
incorporated within capitalist order just like Judaism,
Christianity and more recently Hinduism. Modernist
approach to Islam outrightly accepts the Capitalist
Values of Freedom, Equality and Progress whereas
Revisionist approach tries to give an Islamic
justification for the same values e.g. in the form of
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Islamic Banking, Islamic Finance, Islamic Republic etc.
Only the Orthodox approach to Islam can be the true
savior of original Islam. In such a case, revolution
remains the only way forward. The path of the
grandson of Prophet (%‘é) Imam Husain bin Ali (RA).
Oo9e Sgake 9 wslhe L
(Martyrdom is the desired and ultimate goal of a believer)
Alas jgaS & ¢ cwnpe Jbo &

(Neither the wealth of spoils nor the conquest of kingdoms)
Conclusion

In summary, while both Marxism and Islam critique
capitalism, they do so from fundamentally different
perspectives based on diametrically opposed
worldviews. Marxism is a materialist, secular
philosophy focused on class struggle, whereas Islam is
a holistic way of life that emphasizes submission to
Allah and moral conduct in all aspects of life. These
differences in worldview, objectives, and
methodology make the Islamic critique much broader
and spiritually grounded compared to the materialist
focus of Marxism.

Furthermore, the inevitability of revolution is an
undeniable reality, for history has never been static,
nor has any oppressive system endured indefinitely.
While capitalist apologists —from Hegel to Rorty and
Habermas—have relentlessly sought to portray the
global capitalist order as a necessary and inescapable
reality, their arguments, though outdated, continue to
exert influence. Unfortunately, even some Islamic
scholars appear affected by these narratives, viewing
the permanence of the capitalist order as an
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unalterable fate. However, such conclusions stand in
stark contrast to the unfolding realities of our time.

Byung-Chul Han, following in the footsteps of post-
Marxist thinkers like Deleuze and Guattari, argues that
arevolutionary transformation is impossible today. He
presents capitalism as an all-encompassing and
seductive force, one that no longer relies on overt
repression but rather on voluntary compliance and
self-exploitation. He posits that the proletariat no
longer exists as a unified class, that individuals have
become willing participants in their own subjugation,
and that capitalism's hold over societies has become
too deeply entrenched to be overturned. However,
such a perspective is fundamentally Eurocentric,
reflecting only the realities of a post-industrial Western
world while remaining oblivious to the revolutionary
tervor sweeping across the Muslim world.

Far from being obsolete, Islamic revolution remains
an active and ongoing force. The past half-century has
seen the triumph of Islamic movements, with the
Islamic Revolutions in Iran and Afghanistan standing
as towering examples of resistance against global
capitalism and imperialism. Despite relentless efforts
by global powers to neutralize these movements, they
remain resilient, demonstrating that an alternative to
capitalist hegemony is not only possible but inevitable.
The enduring struggles of resistance movements in
Palestine, Chad, Burkina Faso, Mali, Lebanon, Yemen,
and Central Africa further reinforce the reality that the
global capitalist order is not unchallenged —it is, in
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fact, besieged from multiple fronts.

The Islamic critique of capitalism is not merely an
economic or social theory; it is a call to restore divine
order in a world plunged into chaos by secular
materialism. Unlike Marxism, which seeks to replace
capitalism with a classless economic structure, Islam
rejects the very foundations of capitalist modernity —
its values of absolute freedom, unchecked
individualism, and the relentless pursuit of material
progress. Islam does not seek to create a system where
man is merely free from economic oppression; rather,
it aspires to establish a divine order where man is
liberated from the tyranny of his own desires and
returns to his true purpose as a servant of Allah.

This revolutionary vision is neither utopian nor
abstract. The Islamic world continues to resist the
encroachments of capitalist individualism, and despite
decades of imperialist attempts to impose neoliberal
norms, the social, familial, and spiritual fabric of
Muslim  societies  remains  largely  intact,
Alhamdolillah. Islamic teachings continue to shape
economic transactions, social relationships, and
political aspirations. Unlike the West, where the
market has replaced morality and the self has been
commodified, the Muslim world remains deeply
connected to its religious, communal, and ethical
foundations.

The battle against capitalism is, therefore, not
merely a material struggle—it is an ideological,
spiritual, and existential contest. While the forces of
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global finance seek to entrench economic dependency
through exploitative debt structures, and while
Western cultural hegemony attempts to erode
traditional values, the Islamic resistance persists
through grassroots movements, scholarly efforts, and
the unwavering commitment of mujahideen. The
failure of neoliberalism to uproot the Islamic way of
life testifies to the resilience of divine guidance over
man-made ideologies.

Moreover, the possibilities of revolution are not
confined to the Muslim world alone. The structural
contradictions of capitalism continue to deepen in the
heartlands of the West. The disillusionment of Western
youth, the increasing prevalence of existential crises,
and the widespread psychological turmoil of capitalist
societies indicate that the so-called "end of history" is
far from reality. As capitalism fails to provide
meaning, morality, and fulfillment, the path is open for
an Islamic alternative. The works of European scholars
and Sufi preachers, who have long envisioned an
Islamic revival in the West, must be integrated into the
broader revolutionary struggle. As Maulana
Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall once remarked,
"The future of Europe is Islam.” The responsibility lies
with the committed and conscious Muslim vanguard
to channel this potential into a structured and
transformative movement.

In conclusion, Han's assertion that revolution is
impossible is a reflection of the stagnation and despair
of secular thought, not an objective reality. The Islamic
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resistance remains vibrant, and the momentum for
change continues to build. The global capitalist order
is not an unbreakable fortress; rather, it is a fragile
construct, riddled with contradictions and internal
decay. As long as there are believers committed to the
vision of divine justice, the possibility of an Islamic
revolution will not only remain alive—it will be
realized.
"The sky is painted crimson with the blood of
martyrs,
Behold! The dawn of a new revolution is near.”
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Capitalist Crisis and Contemporary Critical
Theory
Dr. Javed Akbar Ansari

Capitalist crisis may be said to occur when the
system and life-word dedicated to accumulation is
threatened. These threats may emerge from several
differentiated but interrelated causes such as
disturbances in geo-chemical biological environmental
balances, rising distributional inequalities, increased
dysfunctionality of the global system of governance;
mass disenchantment with capitalist individual and
social norms etc. Marxist theory is expected to provide
an explanation for the occurrence of these crises as well
as to suggest strategies which lead to an internal
transformation of capitalist order in which capital
accumulation is dedicated not to the pursuit of private
profit but to the promotion of public (state or
community) abundance.

This essay seeks to reflect on 21t century Marxist
and non-Marxist theory’s success or otherwise in
achieving these objectives.

Traditionally (i.e. from the 1840s to the early 1970s)
Marxist theory saw capitalist crisis as paving the way
for proletarian revaluation. They saw this as a prelude
to praxis — revolutionary struggle to establish the
dictatorship of the proletariat. Twenty-first century
critical theories have comprehensively abandoned
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praxis — most do not admit existence of the proletariat
as a “revolutionary class”, let alone admit to
establishment of its “dictatorship”. Critical theory has
now largely been confined to the English departments
of elite imperialist universities. It is dominated by the
writings of the heirs of the Frankfurt School and of
Foucault, neither of whom have anything to do with
“praxis”.

At the beginning of the 20 century Lenin asked
“What is to be done?”. Having abandoned praxis,
Foucault's heirs can only ask, “what can I do?” within
the context of an overwhelmingly dominant capitalist
system and life-world. The question of systemic
change is necessarily sidestepped. Critique is a process
dedicated to “intellectual emancipation”.

Critical theorists pretend that such theorizing is
itself a form of praxis — though not of praxis leading to
proletarian  dictatorship (the only systemic
transformation of capitalist order that Marx
conceives). In this vein Hardt and Negri suggest that
understanding capitalist crisis is “playing along with
it” in the expectations that it will self-evolve into
systemic transformation and no special action is
required from the theorists of social change. In a sense
therefore critical theory is irrelevant as an analytical
framework for understanding systemic

transformation. Since the attention of the theorist is
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focused on his personal experiences, the range of his
policy advocacy is also limited — thus the Marxist
litigant can propose and work for the abolition of the
death penalty and not for the abolition of the rule of
law of capital for capital rules systemically and
individuals qua individuals are powerless to challenge
capital’s systemic governance.

Much of twenty-first century critical theory can be
described as post-Marxist for its rejection of the theory
of historical materialism and of dictatorship of the
proletariat in general. Some thinkers such as Barnard
Harrit deny not just the existence of the proletariat as
a revolutionary class but also the existence of crisis
generating contradictions in the capitalist order. This
is not just rejection of Marx but of the Kantian and
Hegelian roots of classical critical theory. Habermas
view of an idealist communicative sphere in which
individuals are free to develop consensus through the
exercise of rationality is equally unacceptable to an
emancipatory critical theory as is Habermas’s view of
history as a global learning process. Post-Marxist
critical theory also accepts the Deleuzean/ Foucauldian
declaration of the equivalence of knowledge and
power and thus is skeptical of the existence of a solid
normative foundation of its analysis. If there is no truth
accessible to reason an appreciation of what a response

to crisis is (at least in principle), is ruled out. Whereas

HeroyRt ) 215-  Foldde B



Capitalist Crisis and Critical Theory Dr. J.A. Ansari

19% century critical theory and (at least some)
contemporary advocates of the Frankfurt School
assume/agree that critical theory produces a normative
order that is correct and serves to specify correct
praxis, twenty-first century critical theorists specialize
in continuing deconstruction of what appears “reality”
thus making praxis practically impossible.
Nevertheless, twenty-first century critical theory
admits of the possibility of better interpretation of
existing evidence.

This better interpretation is often derived from the
dynamics of the crisis being addressed. Thus, some
twenty-first century critical theorists suggest that
counter insurgency as developed by the US army is a
“better” response to the ongoing “war on terror” since
it is not based on a holistic view of this crisis but was a
transformed technology generated in the crisis itself.

Counter insurgency may lead to an end of the “war
on terror” (and will thus become dysfunctional itself)
but the end of the “war on terror” will not lead to end
of crises, for the never-ending struggle for
power/resources will continue and critical theorists
will need to endlessly reinterpret socio-political

configuration.

Critical theory unreservedly endorses liberal values
— freedom, equality, rule of law, tolerance, prosperity.
In this view the struggle for system change is futile for
all systems are man managed and differences between
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them are cosmetic. Instead, the aim should be to
gradually reform the existing system so as to produce
capitalist justice. Values are not seen as eternal but a
product of struggle — a bow to Marxism but values
formation and promotion is an individual enterprise.
Twenty-first century critical theory generally endorses
left liberal political movements — Black Lives Matter,
the Yellow Vest Movement, seeking reforms in the
capitalist order. Another characteristic of these
movements strongly endorsed by critical theory is
their abstention from seeking state control.

These are movements expressing the desire not to
be governed. Critical theory also addresses individual
acts of resistance to capitalist governance -
whistleblowing, hacking, feminist interventions -
without discussing their transformative capacities.
Not for nothing has twenty-first century critical theory
been characterized as “communitarian anarchism”.
This is particularly evident in its sustained insistence
that “institutions should be allowed to die”. Society is
to become ungovernable by disengaging from
struggles against ruling authorities.

As noted earlier, praxis in their view is a highly
personal activity since the act of formulating praxis in
a general way involves making “policies for others’.
One must avoid domination of movements such as the
Yellow Vests while facilitating them and seeking to
persuade public to participate in them. Twenty-first
century critical theory is above all pragmatic. Its main
message is to abandon the search for truth and to do
“whatever works” in existing circumstances — but
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political activity is seen as individualistic — not social
activity. It is the “care of the self” (as theorized by
Foucault) which dominates contemporary critical
theory. The argument is that since we cannot change
the world, we should concentrate on seeking to
subvert power by changing its relationship to
ourselves by political activity. This moves
contemporary critical theory in the direction of the
neoliberal conception of the entrepreneurial, self-
inventing self. The problem of collective decision-
making and its inevitable normativity is thus ignored.
There is an underlying deep skepticism about the
possibility of transcending capitalism in twenty first
century critical theory.

There is an underlying incoherence between critical
theory’s advocacy on the one hand of promoting
ungovernability and on the other hand of advocating
micro policy changes to make capitalism ‘more
compassionate and respectful’. Critical theory-based
praxis — such as it is — leans toward the fiat alternative.
Having rejected dialectics/contradiction as
constituents of capitalist order, twenty-first century
critical theory accepts capitalism’s systemic eternality.
One gets the impression that capitalism as a historical
system is outside the ambit of twenty-first century
critical theory.

Is capitalism dying both as a system of governance
and a life-world? The death pangs are evident in the
never-ending unfolding of several related crises —
environmental, moral, social, economic and political.
Yet the death is taking a long time and many hope that:
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But the coming death has been foretold — over two
centuries ago by those who invented critical theory —
Marxists among others. But the Marxist conception of
the implosion of capitalism — and the solution they
proposed — was false. There are contradictions in the
never-ending capitalist accumulative process — but
those contradictions do not unfold in the form of
property relationships. “Abolishing” private property
involves merely its conversion into state or communal
property and the contradiction associated with the
never-ending accumulation are not eroded by this
conversion of “private” into “state” or “common”
property. Transcending capitalism requires
suppressing the demands of nafs-e-ammara — the
move from a society dominated by takathur to a social
order characterized by Istighnan and faqr e ghayoor:
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So, the Marxist project collapsed — as historical
materialism proved to be a fairy tale and as states
(USSR, China) and communes (Venezuela) dominated
property form crumbled and the old theory lost its
conceptual coherence and disappeared; critical theory
became dominated by Foucauldian and Nietzschean
thinkers.

Twenty-first century critical theory shares with
Marxism its underlying transcendental pretense — the
presumption that man is god and that the system and
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life-world should be dedicated to a quest for freedom,
autonomy, and self-determination. This is a false quest
for man is not god and ought not pretend to be god.
Capitalist order is an attempt to establish man’s
government — his earthly rule as a free, autonomous,
self-determined being. Unlike Marxism, twenty-first
century critical theory does not address the
commitment to man's rule as a truth claim — but merely
as a manifestation of the will to power. In this view
capitalist order is eternal and everyone is a subject and
an object of the will to power.

The capitalist transcendence — as system and life-
world - is impossible/inconceivable since it implies a
negation of the will to power — of the quest for the
establishment of man’s government. So, in
contemporary critical theory the only meaningful
endeavor is the quest for capitalist justice — i.e. for the
removal of the obstacles to the growth of freedom,
autonomy, and self-determination. Moreover, since
seeking systemic transcendence is incomprehensible
the quest for capitalist justice must be individualized.
Each man must struggle for promoting “better”,
compassionate and humane outcomes in his own
limited operational sphere and there is no justification
for imposing one’s conception of “better” outcomes on
others.

We conclude that contemporary critical theory does
not seek to comprehend capitalist crises and therefore
fails to provide solutions for redressing them at the
systemic level.
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Javed Akbar Ansari

The overwhelming majority of committed Muslims
— the mukhliseen-i-deen — view “Islamic revolution” as
an alien concept. There are good reasons for this but
sustaining the revolutionary process, we believe, is
necessary for igamat-e-deen in the contemporary world.

In this essay we will try to explain to you why it is
necessary that you, as a committed Muslim, support
the Islamic revolutionary struggle.

What is Revolution

The basic reason for the unfamiliarity of the concept
of revolution in the Muslim lifeworld is the absence of
this phenomenon in the twelve hundred years of the
Islamic history (from the time of the Prophet A1) e
olwy dde to the collapse of the Usmani and Safawi
rule).

During this extended historical period society
functioned within the ambit of the Shariah, and social
and state policy were legitimated on the basis of the
Islamic knowledges (figh, usul and kalam).

The state guaranteed the systemic dominance of the
Shariah and the Islamic knowledges.

As Imam Ibn Khaldun 4l 4s>) shows struggle
against individual rulers and dynasties was aimed at
reducing minor deviations from this governance

paradigm — not for reconstituting the state.
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Revolution is a process for reconstituting the state.
It is a constituent of modernity. During the 18t century
the feudal/ Christian state was reconstituted in Britain
and France (and established in America by the
slaughter of 80 million Red Indians) through
revolutionary struggle.

Secular, nationalist, liberal states were established
through a revolutionary process.

This process was political but it built upon the
processes of secularization of individuality and society
that had been gaining ground in Europe from the 13t
century onwards.

Successful revolutions always depend upon prior
and ongoing transformation in  individual
consciousness and social norms and practices (and
through the creation of a state within a state).

What is Islamic Revolution

Islamic states were reconstituted by colonialism
during the 19% century through occupation and
indoctrination (especially through the exercise of
educational soft power).

In the 20" century when Muslim majority states
became independent, political power was transferred
to the disciples of the colonialists. Virtually all Muslim
majority states became nationalist, liberal or socialist
republics.

A republic is a state ruled by the law of capital
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under a constitution which sanctifies human rights
and either abolishes Shariah rules (Pakistan, Nigeria,
Turkey) or restricts their application to the personal
domain (Saudi Arabia, Brunei, Kuwait). It also
delegitimizes Islamic knowledges as a referent of state
and social policy.

Islamic revolution is the process of reconstituting
the state. It is anti-modern. It delegitimizes the rule of
law of capital and the constitutional primacy of human
rights.

It seeks the re-establishment of Shariah and the
Islamic knowledges (figh, usul and kalam) as the sole
source of state policy.

The Islamic revolutionary process is anti-modern
also in the sense that it rejects all compromises with
capitalist ideologies and forms of governance — liberal,
nationalist, secularist, social democratic. It seeks to
create a jihadi — not a welfare — state.

The classic statement legitimizing the Islamic
revolutionary process is to be found in Imam
Khomeini's 5 da>) seminal treatise 438 —uY9. The
fageeh is the !9 of the Ummat- the &)l of Prophets.

The faqih was the guardian of the observance of the
Shariah and the supremacy of the Islamic knowledges
for over 12 hundred years in all Islamic states.

Our Imam argues that it is the faqih’s primary

responsibility to deconstruct the secular neo-colonial
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state and re-establish the systemic rule of the Shariah
and the Islamic knolwdges.

This Islamic revolution is a political project for
deconstructing the post-colonial state. It is part of the
process of (> w8l not the whole of it. It is specific to
the era of the rule of capital and the prevalence of the
neo-colonial state.

It is an ijtihad appropriate for the overthrow of
Modernist/ Capitalist rule. If and when Modernity/
capitalism is overthrown and Islamic rule is
consolidated Islamic revolutionary struggle will no
longer be necessary.

Islamic revolutionary struggle has led to the
creation of two Islamic states — Iran and Afghanistan.
Islamic revolutionary struggle continues in them
however because they are under imperialist attack
seeking to undermine their social legitimacy at the
community level.

They are exceptional Islamic states surrounded by a
global dar-al-harb which seeks to re-integrate them (as
it has successfully re-integrated the Islamic states
established in Chechnya, Egypt, Sudan and Mali)
within the global capitalist system.

As long as imperialist rule is not conclusively
defeated, Islamic revolutionary struggle will

(inevitably) continue in Iran and Afghanistan.
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Support of the Mukhliseen is Necessary
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The Islamic revolutionary struggle is part of the
process of (> cwl8l It is not the whole of it by any
means. It depends crucially upon the support of the
mukhliseen-e-deen individuals and groups who are
endeavoring and organizing to promote Islamic
individuality, communal life, customs and traditions
at the mass level through their propagational (3s<2),
educational, economic, philanthropic and social
support activities.

The success of the Islamic revolutionary struggle in
Iran and Afghanistan has depended crucially on the
rearguard backing and support of mukhliseen-e-deen.
The defeat of Chechnya, Sudan, Mali, Syria and Iraq is
largely due to the fact that the mukhliseen of these
countries were divided along sectarian lines and stood
aloof from the revolutionary struggle.

In these countries many sincere Muslims — both
individuals and groups — became allies of the post-
colonial rulers.

In Pakistan, the vast majority of mukhliseen-e-deen—
try to live Islamic lives on an individual basis or
working with Islamic groups dedicated to educational
or socio-cultural Islah.

All these individuals and groups are relatively
powerless subjected to the rule of the law of capital
and this powerlessness seriously constrains their
dawah and islahi efforts.
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An Islamic state dedicated to the promotion and
consolidation of the dawah and Islah effort is an
essential prerequisite for enhancing the social
authority of the mukhliseen.

History teaches us that the support and back up of
Turkish and Pathan sultans was crucially important
for the spread of Islam by the Sufia in the 12* and 13t
centuries in India (as was the jihad of Imam Alamgeer
| 4>y in 17* century Deccan).

The mukhliseen and the Islamic revolutionaries are
each other’s natural allies. Islah and Ingilab are
complementary not competitive projects — the success
of the one (islah) depends on the success of the other
(ingilab) and vice versa.

In Pakistan, the challenge is to Islamize the state
order from the bottom up by increasing the social
authority and power of the mukhliseen-e-deen. The
challenge is to integrate the Islahi and Ingilabi Islamic
movements at the national level.

Very little can be achieved without cementing the
unity of the Pakistani Islamic groups struggling for
RO Cwldl,

As our revolutionary poet Sufi Noor Muhammad
has said:
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Reform and Revolution
Javed Akbar Ansari

In this paper I will try to think through issues raised
by the complexity of the relationship between
reformist and revolutionary aspects of contemporary
struggles for (p> cwBl. My main argument will be
(hopefully) to show that both reformist and
revolutionary praxes are necessary components of
;> Bl They are complementary not
competitive/substitutive activities.

Islamic Reformism

Reforms Dol — are activities related to correcting
deviations in individual, social and state functioning
and structures from Islamic norms as enumerated in
the nusus-i-Sharia and the ‘asar of the auliya.
Throughout Islamic history the overwhelming
majority of Ulema, Sufiya and Sultans have been
musliheen. They have struggled and are struggling to
reform individual behavior and social and statal
practices so that they conform to Islamic norms. It is
due to the activities of these musliheen that Islamic
individuality and society continues to survive and
thrive in the contemporary world.

Islamic  reformism’s antithesis is modern
reformism. Modern reformists endorse the
universalist laws of capitalist epistemologies and
ethics. Modern reformists seek to legitimate capitalist
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valuations and ways of life on the basis of re-
interpretation of the (o=’ so that Islamic
individuality, society and state formation is molded
into capitalist forms.

This is a classic strategy of the modern reformists
since the 17% century which has enabled them to
subsume Christianity, Judaism and (currently)
Hinduism within capitalist order. The pioneer of this
tradition in the sub-continent was the traitor Syed
Ahmad Khan and his contemporary followers include
Wahiduddin Khan and the imperialist agent Javed
Ghamidi.

Since imperialism’s subsumption of the Islamic
world Islamic reformists have opposed the growth of
modern reformism but in the last few decades, we find
this opposition weakening. Thus, we find orthodox
ulema such as Maulana Taqi Usmani and Maulana
Abul Ala Maududi endorsing capitalist practices
through formulation of such concepts as “Islamic
banking” and “Theo-democracy”.

It is important to understand the reasons behind
this weakening of the anti-modernist stance of the
Islamic reformist Ulema and Auliya. The fundamental
cause of this weakening is the annihilation of the
Islamic state by imperialism. The task of safeguarding
the functioning and reproduction of Islamic

individualities and societies was historically entrusted
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to the Islamic rulers and Salateen and the Ulema and
Sufia concerned themselves with individual and social
reform.

There are no salateen in the Muslim world — except
relatively recently in Iran and Afghanistan and the
ulema and the auliya find themselves compelled to
practice Islamic reform within capitalist state order —
to submit to the rule of law of capital in the public
sphere and to presume that Muslim majority capitalist
states with capitalist governance and structures and
valuation processes are (at least in theory or in
principle) Islamic.

The Islamic reformist ulema and auliya have
effectively failed to accept the reality that while Islamic
individuality and society have substantively survived
the onslaught of imperialism (thanks largely to the
efforts of Islamic reformists) the defeats the
mujahideen suffered during the 19" century has led to
the extinction of the Islamic state (except in Iran and
Afghanistan).

Islamic Revolution

This weakness of Islamic reformist movements can
be addressed by Islamic revolutionary struggles. The
concept of revolution is unfamiliar in Islamic history
because Islamic state continued to exist for more than
twelve hundred years since the time of the Prophet
oy dde Al . Islamic movements during that long
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period of history were reformist movements
concerned with reforming the deviation of state
practices from socially predominant Islamic norms.

Islamic revolution is the anti-thesis of khuruj.
Khuruj is the attempt to reconstitute an Islamic state
according to secular/capitalist forms. For example, the
modern rebellion (liberal, nationalist, feminist,
sectarian) against the Islamic governments of Iran and
Afghanistan is Khuruj. Islamic revolution is an attempt
to reconstitute a secular/capitalist state on the basis of
Islamic principles of governance.

Islamic revolution is specific to the contemporary
modern era because Muslim (and non-Muslim)
majority states have been secularized/capitalized.

The reformist ulema and auliya misunderstand
Maulana Maududi’s views on the necessity of Islamic
revolutionary struggle. Maulana Maududi has taught
that this is a historical necessity. It is necessary because
of the systemic dominance of capitalist governance
forms and when an Islamic state not threatened by
global capitalism is established Islamic revolutionary
struggle is no longer necessary (as it was not necessary
in the greater part of Islamic history).

Islamic revolutionary practice must be anti-modern
if it seeks to reconstruct the capitalist state but in
almost all Muslim and non-Muslim states (with the

exception of Iran and Afghanistan) Islamic political
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activity is contextualized by dominant (national and
global) capitalist governance. Thus, the overwhelming
majority of Islamic political parties have been
reformists and since the scope for Islamic reformation
of capitalist governance is limited (as shown by the
examples of Turkey, Tunisia and Egypt), Islamic
political parties are rapidly succumbing to nationalist
reformist pressures.

This is shown most clearly in the case of Jama’at-i-
Islamic Pakistan (and India). Revolutionary themes
have virtually disappeared from its political discourse.
Its electoral agenda is dominated by nationalist, social
democratic and liberal claims. It proudly champions
the entry of women into public life. Its leadership is
dominated by modernists such as Prof. Khurshid
Ahmad, Naeem-ur-Rahman and Siraj-ul-Haq. The
ulema and auliya have virtually disappeared from its
ranks. The Jama’at-i-Islami is committing modernist
suicide.

The modernization of Islamic groups be they
reformist ulema and auliya or political parties is
system endorsing, this does not mean a need to
abandon the work they are doing to reform
individuals and society rather they must link their
work to the political activity of the Islamic
revolutionaries. The issue of primacy of tasks — the

political or individual islah is irrelevant. It arises from
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a fundamental misunderstanding of Maulana
Maududi’s views. He never argued for the primacy of
the political. He argued instead for the necessity of
political struggle in contemporary circumstances. In
this he was the follower of the mujahideen of the 19th
century — of Syed Badshah, Haji Shariatullah, Shaikh-
al-Mashaikh Imam Muhajir Makki, Maulvi Ismail
Shaheed and the Sadiqpuri Syyeds. The primary cause
of the modernization of the Jama’at and its capture by
the modernist reformists is abandoning of the Jama’at
by the ulema and the auliya.

The Islamic revolutionaries need the support of the
Islamic reformists whose work provides foundation
for organizing the mass base for Islamic revolutionary
struggle. The Islamic reformists need the extension of
Islamic revolutionary initiatives for the re-emergence
of a governance order articulating Islamic values and
governance processes without which the dawah work
will always remain confused, haphazard, vulnerable
and subject to secular and imperialist penetration. The
successful integration of the dawah and revolutionary
work by the Islamic reformists and Islamic political
forces has proved vitally important for both
Islamization of society and the triumph of the Islamic

revolution in Iran and Afghanistan.
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Review Article: Individuation and the
Islamic Revolutionary Process
(A response to Dr. Muhammad Amin’s treatise
Jo B0 9l sl tdakus )
Javed Akbar Ansari

Dr. Ameen is one of our leading ulemas who has
spent a lifetime problematizing the process of Islamic
individuation, socialization and state formation in the
here and now of the 21¢t century.

The treatise under review represents a succinct
summary of his extensive work. I first summarize his
views on the strategy to meet contemporary challenges
to Islamic thought and civilization and then present a
revolutionary appreciation of his discourse. Hence this
review focuses on p. 39-48 and I refrain from
comments on the rest of the treatise despite my
fundamental disagreement with Dr. Amin’s analysis
of the tendency he analyses as Tatbeeq.

Dr. Amin’s Revivalist Strategy

Dr. Amin argues that Islamic thought and
civilization currently faces two major challenges (a) the
challenge of overcoming decline and (b) the challenge
posed by western thought and order. His concept of
“decline” remains ambiguous — he dates it variously,
sometimes from the 4% century of the Hijrah,
sometimes from the 7% and sometimes from the
11%/12%h centuries. Nevertheless, his conception of
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decline is comprehensive and systematic — “decline” is
presumed to have occurred at all levels — individual,
societal and state. Here (as elsewhere) the relationship
between these concepts of decline is not
problematized.

Dr. Amin argues that the necessary and sufficient
response to this decline should be the promotion of
Islamic knowledge and spirituality. He claims that the
Prophet elwy ade all Ao focused entirely on the
formation of Islamic individuality. The sole cause of
Islamic thought and civilization’s supremacy in the
world during the 4%, 7t and 11t centuries were Islamic
character formation at the individual level. Islamic
individuation automatically and spontaneously begets
Islam’s social and state order. The fundamental cause
of Islamic decline is erosion of Islamic individuality
and the fundamental cause of this erosion according to
Dr. Ameen is the corruption and entropy of the
education system.

Hence counteracting Jl9) depends entirely on
nurturing Islamic individuality which automatically/
spontaneously/ unproblematically leads to the
dominance of Islamic thought and civilization at the
social and state levels. Islamic dominance does not
require institution building at the social and state level.
Everything depends solely on strengthening Islamic

individuation and the only means for this according to

srerouzt ) 234~ Folddea B



Individuation and the Islamic... Dr. J.A. Ansari

Dr. Ameen is strengthening Islamic educators and
promoting Islamic spirituality.

According to Dr. Ameen the challenge of “western”
global dominance can be met by deconstructing
“western” epistemologies and knowledge systems.
Muslims must be taught to reject “western”
knowledge and socially and politically conceptualized
model building on the basis of Islamic theoretical
paradigms must be undertaken. Social and political
confrontation with the “west” must be postponed and
regarded as “fruitless” until the universalization of
Islamic individualities at least in the Muslim world.
Elsewhere (Al-Burhan, July 2023, pp. 51-53) Dr. Ameen
proposes the establishment of a research academy to
undertake the task of constructing Islamic model
building in response to contemporary challenges.
Islamic Revolutionary Response

We agree with the need to nurture Islamic
individuation. Indeed, we understand systemic
decline as a process when Islam ceased to spread in
Europe, India, China and Africa despite Muslim
political dominance and we date decline from the early
Abbasid period and the establishment of Umayyad
rule in Spain. We regard the Dawah work among the
non-Muslims of Europe, America, China, India and
Africa as a key element of the contemporary Islamic

revolutionary process and have deep and close links
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with the Sufia doing this work.

Islamic revolution is a process and not a state. We
recognize individuation as a quasi-societal and statal
process. Individuals exist within societies and are
governed by specific state orders. It is impossible to
“educate” an individual from out of a given
social/statal order without institutionalization — that is
why a prioritization of individuation over social/statal
penetration is an idealist fantasy. Individuation and
social/statal reconstructions are simultaneous aspects
of the process of (> cwl. They are not hierarchically
structured with promotion of individuality leading to
an automatic/ spontaneous reconstruction of social/
statal order.

That is why the Prophet plwy 4T 5 4le b o
initiated the process of society and state building from
the earlier days of Makkah. He tried to establish a
Muslim community in Makkah, with its own customs
and norms. Islamic legislation in embryonic form also
started in Makkah. He @l Ty ade bl (4o established
a state within a state in Makkah rejecting the authority
of the tribal legislative assembly (29-5). In Madina state
institution became key instrument for the flourishing
of Islamic individuality.

Without social and statal institutionalization
individuality remains powerless. Growth of Islamic

consciousness must be accompanied by a
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simultaneous growth of the social and statal power of
the Mukhliseen-e-deen. Without the conquest of state
power, Islamic education and spirituality will
necessarily remain marginal retreats from secular
order.

The power of the state has grown tremendously in
capitalist order. The rule of capital is imposed upon
society by the capitalist state and capitalist
individuality is formed by subservience to capitalist
governance. As Mulana Maududi has stressed the key
task of the Islamic revolutionaries in the contemporary
world is the deconstruction of the capitalist state.

It is the capture of statal power which enables us to
foster Islamic individuation in Iran and Afghanistan.
Islamic revolutionary movements throughout the
world are rightly focused on the struggle to
deconstruct the capitalist state either through direct
overthrow (as in Iran and Afghanistan) or through a
process of enhancing contradictions within capitalist
systems of governance i.e. through the social and
political empowerment of Mukhliseen-e-deen.

The struggle against capitalist world order is
immediately political — a struggle to dispose off capital
of its governance authority. Intellectual effort must
focus on this vital task. We have established two
Islamic states (and InshaAllah soon there will be more

in coastal Africa). Both these states are struggling to
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avoid absorption within the global capitalist economy
and society. Islamic revolutionaries have the primary
duty to develop proposals which prevent such re-
absorption.

Dr. Ameen’s suggestion for the establishment of a
research academy is a welcome step. As Islamic
revolutionaries we suggest that the work of this
institute must focus on the real, here and now, needs
and problems that Iran and Afghanistan are facing. As
revolutionaries we recognize that theory follows
practice — Islamic individuality and society is being
fostered through the agency of the Islamic state in Iran
and Afghanistan.

Let us participate in this jihad which is underway
and avoid the absurdity of abstract model building in
the vain hope that some < X ruler will emerge in
Turkey or Saudi Arabia or Pakistan miraculously to
concretize our arbitrary abstractions.

As revolutionaries we argue that we cannot
theoretically know how Islamic order will be made
functional in contemporary circumstances until it is
(imperfectly and piecemeal) articulated in several
practices. The overcoming of capitalist global
hegemony is a centuries-long journey and currently

we are only in the beginning of their work.
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Antony Loewenstein, The Palestine Laboratory:

How Israel Exports the Technology of Occupation

Around the World (Verso Books, 2023), 288 pages
Reviewed by Dr. Syed Z. Arshad

Antony Loewenstein is an Australian independent
journalist, writer, and filmmaker known for his
investigative work on global politics, the military-
industrial complex, and human rights issues. Of
Jewish heritage, Loewenstein has been a vocal critic of
Israel’s  occupation of DPalestine, Zionism'’s
expansionist policies, and the global arms trade. His
journalism has taken him to conflict zones around the
world, including Palestine, Afghanistan, and
Honduras, where he has examined the intersections of
war, capitalism, and authoritarianism.

His motivation for writing The Palestine Laboratory
stems from years of research into how Israel has
turned the occupation into a profitable enterprise,
selling surveillance, counterinsurgency, and military
technology to governments worldwide. Loewenstein
argues that Palestine is not just a site of oppression but
a testing ground for authoritarian regimes, where
repressive tools are developed and exported to sustain
global militarization. Through this book, he aims to
expose the deep connections between the Israeli
military economy and global power structures, urging

readers to recognize how the struggle of Palestinians
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is tied to a broader system of control and suppression.
Turning Oppression into a Business Model

Loewenstein’s The Palestine Laboratory is a deeply
researched and unsettling account of how Israel has
transformed its occupation of Palestine into a
profitable global industry. The book exposes how
methods of control, surveillance, and military
aggression—honed through decades-long suppression
of Palestinian resistance —are repackaged as expertise
and exported to governments worldwide.

For those who follow the ongoing genocide in
Palestine, this book offers a critical perspective: the
occupation is not only about territorial expansion but
is also about sustaining an entire war/terror economy.
Loewenstein demonstrates how weapons, cyber
technologies, and intelligence services—tested on
Palestinians—are marketed as "battle-proven" and
sold to authoritarian regimes, warlords, and security
agencies across the world. The occupation, in this
sense, is more than a political project; it is an industry
that feeds off continuous conflict.

Zionism as a Nationalist Ideology of Capitalism

Loewenstein’s book does more than expose the
mechanics of Israel’s arms industry —it highlights how
Zionism has evolved into a nationalist form of
capitalism, where the very survival of the Israeli

economy is intertwined with perpetual conflict and
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militarization.

Historically, Zionism was presented as a movement
of self-determination, but The Palestine Laboratory
reveals how it has become an expansionist economic
system dependent on military dominance. Israel’s
identity as a "Start-Up Nation" is not merely about
technological innovation in civilian sectors; it is
primarily driven by the security and defense industry.
The occupation of Palestine is not just a geopolitical
struggle but a business model, where war,
surveillance, and suppression generate enormous
profits.

Unlike classical colonialism, which sought to extract
resources from occupied lands, Zionism integrates
occupation into the fabric of economic growth. Israel’s
leading military corporations—Elbit Systems, Israel
Aerospace Industries (IAI), and Rafael Advanced
Defense  Systems—are not just weapons
manufacturers but key drivers of economic expansion,
exporting technologies that have been developed
through the subjugation of Palestinians.

Loewenstein details how Israeli companies market
their products as "field-tested" or "combat-proven," a
euphemism for having been deployed against
Palestinian civilians in Gaza and the West Bank. This
militarized economy has led to a situation where the

continuation of conflict is financially beneficial for
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Israel. The very existence of resistance —whether
through armed struggle or civil disobedience—
provides justification for the development of new
technologies and security measures, ensuring
continued demand in the global market.

From an Islamic perspective, this model reflects a
deeply exploitative economic order. The Qur’an warns
against those who profit from oppression and
injustice:

"Woe to those who give less [than due], who, when
they take a measure from people, take in full, but
when they give by measure or weight to them, they
cause loss.” (Qur’an 83:1-3)

Israel’s military-industrial complex thrives on
imbalance —offering “security” to repressive regimes
while denying the very concept of security to
Palestinians.

The Military Economy and Its Global Reach

Israeli arms manufacturers, such as Elbit Systems,
Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), and Rafael
Advanced Defense Systems, have become dominant
players in the global weapons trade, exporting drones,
missile defense systems, and electronic warfare
technology to over 130 countries. For example, the
Hermes 900 and Heron TP drones—developed by
Elbit and IAI—have been extensively used for targeted
assassinations and aerial surveillance in Gaza before
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being sold to nations such as India, Colombia, and
Azerbaijan.

Loewenstein also highlights how Israeli missile
defense systems, including the Iron Dome, are not
only developed for national defense but also marketed
as high-tech solutions to global security threats. While
the system is often portrayed as a defensive measure
against rocket attacks, its continuous development and
expansion have created a lucrative market, with
countries such as the United States, Germany, and
Singapore purchasing its technology.

Which Countries Are Benefitting?

Israel’s military exports have been embraced by
governments seeking to enhance internal repression
and external military capability. Some of the key
clients and beneficiaries of Israeli occupation
technologies include:

e India - The Indian government has become
one of Israel’s largest arms customers,
purchasing surveillance drones, missile
systems, and border security technologies
that have been deployed in Kashmir,
mirroring Israeli tactics in the West Bank.

e China - Despite political differences, Israel
has supplied dual-use surveillance and Al
technology to China, which has been used in

the repression of Uighur Muslims in
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Xinjiang.

e Saudi Arabia and the UAE - Gulf nations
have quietly engaged in military and cyber-
security deals with Israel, with NSO Group’s
Pegasus spyware being used to monitor
dissent and suppress opposition movements.

e Brazil and Colombia — Both countries have
used Israeli counterinsurgency technologies
and training to crack down on indigenous
and leftist movements.

e Hungary and Poland — European far-right
governments have employed Israeli security
firms to strengthen mass surveillance and
border control.

e The United States — The US has used Israeli
battlefield-tested technologies for urban
policing, counter-terrorism operations, and
border security along the Mexico border.

The Expansion of Surveillance and Control

Beyond arms sales, The Palestine Laboratory delves
into Israel’s export of security technology. One of the
most notorious examples is the Pegasus spyware,
developed by NSO Group, which has been sold to
numerous governments for monitoring political
opponents, journalists, and activists.

Additionally, Israeli ~Al-driven surveillance

technologies—such as Blue Wolf, a facial recognition
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system deployed in the West Bank—are used to
catalogue and monitor Palestinians, creating a vast
biometric database that facilitates movement
restrictions and targeted repression. This same
technology has been marketed to the United States and
European countries under the guise of border security
solutions.

The Prophet Muhammad (elw 3 4Ty 4de ATl o
peace be upon him) taught that oppression is a
darkness on the Day of Judgment (Sahih Muslim). As
such, Muslims must remain vigilant and recognize
that the struggle against injustice is not limited to one
region but is interconnected across the globe.

Final Thoughts

Antony Loewenstein’s The Palestine Laboratory is an
essential read for those seeking to understand the
deeper mechanisms of the occupation. It exposes how
Zionism has evolved into an economic system that
profits from endless conflict, turning war, surveillance,
and repression into marketable assets.

For Muslims, the book offers an urgent lesson: the
struggle for Palestine is not just about one nation’s
suffering—it is about resisting a global order that
profits from endless conflict.

Verdict: Highly Recommended
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